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	Epsom & Ewell F.C.

v

Sutton United

Tuesday, 6th December 2011

	For this evening’s Surrey Senior Cup tie, we welcome the players, officials and supporters of Sutton United, today's officials, and of course our own regular supporters to the Moatside. 

This is the first time we have hosted our local neighbours since November 1985, at which point we were both in the Isthmian League Premier Division. We secured a good 2-2 draw that evening but lost 3-1 in the return match and went down that season, while they were Champions. Since then we have met in 1987, 1992 and 2008, all in this competition, and whilst we were defeated 5-0 and 2-0 in the first two of those meetings, we recorded a fine 3-2 win there on our last visit. This was our first win there since 1933, and details of our previous matches are covered elsewhere.

We were here just three days ago when we hosted Egham Town, a team we have an appalling home record against, and this continued with a 4-1 defeat that was as disappointing as the previous match at Windsor had been encouraging. Here’s hoping we can pick up form over the Christmas period.

Today’s match and match ball are sponsored by the Henry family in memory of former long serving supporter Chris, who followed Epsom games for thirty-five years before his untimely passing in 2004. It will be nice to see many of his family here this evening that I personally count as good friends, and we hope they enjoy their stay. Other match, match ball and player sponsorships are still available and the gaps to fill are shown later in the programme. Some of you today may not be frequent visitors, and hopefully you will see that an advert or sponsorship in our award-winning programme is well worth the cost. Just speak to a Committee Member and we’ll do the rest.

In four days time we travel to Chessington & Hook for a rare December match at Chalky Lane before Cove are the visitors on the following Saturday.  

All that remains to be said is that if the scores are level tonight after 90 minutes then extra time will be played, and if still level at that point, then penalties would be taken. The winners of this tie will be at home to Godalming Town.
Enjoy the game! 

Richard



	Cover photo this week by Gemma Jarman

Dan Coles, our most consistent performer this season, 

is shown in action at Windsor last week


	Cherry Red Records Combined Counties League

Premier Division Table

	inc Saturday 3rd December
	P
	W
	D
	L
	F
	A
	Pts
	GD

	Guildford City
	20
	14
	5
	1
	56
	22
	47
	+34

	Windsor
	20
	12
	6
	2
	55
	21
	42
	+34

	Egham Town 
	19
	12
	3
	4
	55
	31
	39
	+24

	Camberley Town
	20
	12
	2
	6
	51
	27
	38
	+24

	Horley Town
	20
	10
	4
	6
	42
	25
	34
	+17

	Hanworth Villa
	16
	11
	3
	2
	39
	17
	33**
	+22

	South Park
	18
	9
	4
	5
	32
	22
	31
	+10

	Badshot Lea
	21
	9
	3
	9
	35
	37
	30
	-2

	Dorking
	20
	9
	3
	8
	28
	31
	30
	-3

	Wembley
	18
	7
	7
	4
	36
	29
	28
	+7

	Molesey
	18
	8
	3
	7
	39
	33
	27
	+6

	Epsom & Ewell
	20
	7
	4
	9
	31
	37
	25
	-6

	Sandhurst Town
	19
	8
	0
	11
	29
	38
	24
	-9

	Colliers Wood Utd
	21
	7
	3
	11
	39
	49
	24
	-10

	Croydon 
	20
	5
	6
	9
	29
	33
	21
	-4

	Farnham Town
	19
	5
	6
	8
	27
	33
	21
	-6

	Raynes Park Vale
	19
	6
	3
	10
	31
	43
	21
	-12

	Banstead Athletic
	21
	5
	5
	11
	26
	57
	20
	-31

	Ash United
	21
	5
	4
	12
	31
	47
	19
	-16

	Cove
	20
	5
	4
	11
	28
	51
	19
	-23

	Chessington & Hook
	19
	5
	1
	13
	24
	50
	16
	-26

	Mole Valley SCR
	19
	3
	1
	15
	24
	54
	10
	-30


· ** Hanworth Villa - ineligible player v Croydon -  3 points deducted
	Lucky Day? – 6th December

	Played 12 - Won 5 Drawn 3 Lost 4 - F 19 A 17 - PPG 1.50 - Average

	Club record against today’s opponents

	Played 37 - Won 9 Drawn 6 Lost 22 - F 58 A 92 - PPG 0.89 - Awful

	Their last visit

	5th November 1985 - Drew 2-2 - Isthmian League Premier Division


	Lyndon Buckwell
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Tonight we welcome Sutton United to the Moatside for a Surrey Senior Cup game.

The last time we played Sutton in this trophy we came away from Gander Green Lane with a 3-2 victory. 

Sutton were involved in a F.A. Cup tie with Notts County on Sunday, so I doubt they will field their strongest side this evening but what ever side they put out, it will be a difficult night for us.

Our last three performances in the league had been good with wins over South Park, Croydon and an unlucky defeat away to league favourites Windsor, but then on Saturday we gave a very disappointing display against Egham Town, although to be fair to the lads we didn’t have the best of luck in the build up to the game.

We lost midfielder Ben Hayward (family commitment) and defender Jamie Summers (illness) late on Friday night and then midfielder Matty Smith turned up on the day feeling sick. Then we lost midfielder Carl Downs at half time with a knee injury. Never the less it was still a poor performance by us and difficult to understand as we started the game with the same eleven that did so well against Windsor the week before.

December is an important month for us and it gives us a chance to get our season back on track with games against sides below us in the league. If we can pick up some points in these games it will mean we can go into the New Year on a positive note.

Finally, midfielder Inaki Orduno has left the club. Inny has left us on good terms but he was finding the travelling difficult from his home in Hackney. We wish him all the best for the future.

Lyndon




	Latest Results and Fixtures

	

	F.A. Vase Third Round – Saturday 3rd December

	Hanworth Villa
	2-2+
	Herne Bay

	South Park
	2-1
	Diss Town

	Combined Counties League – Saturday 3rd December

	Badshot Lea
	2-3
	Windsor

	Camberley Town
	4-1
	Ash United

	Colliers Wood United
	4-3
	Molesey

	Cove
	1-2
	Croydon

	Dorking
	0-0
	Wembley

	Epsom & Ewell
	1-4
	Egham Town

	Farnham Town
	0-4
	Horley Town

	Guildford City
	4-1
	Banstead Athletic

	Sandhurst Town
	1-0
	Raynes Park Vale

	Surrey Senior Cup Second Round – Tuesday 6th December

	Epsom & Ewell
	V
	Sutton United

	Combined Counties League – Tuesday 6th December

	Mole Valley
	V
	Banstead Athletic

	Raynes Park Vale
	V
	Croydon

	South Park
	V
	Guildford City

	F.A. Vase Third Round Replay – Wednesday 7th December

	Herne Bay
	V
	Hanworth Villa

	Combined Counties League – Saturday 10th December

	Chessington & Hook United
	V
	Epsom & Ewell

	Cove
	V
	Farnham Town

	Croydon
	V
	Ash United

	Egham Town
	V
	Colliers Wood United

	Guildford City
	V
	Mole Valley SCR

	Hanworth Villa
	V
	Dorking

	Horley Town
	V
	Badshot Lea

	Molesey
	V
	Banstead Athletic

	Raynes Park Vale
	V
	Camberley Town

	South Park
	V
	Windsor

	Wembley
	V
	Sandhurst Town

	EL Records League Cup Third Round – Tuesday 13th December

	Raynes Park Vale
	V
	Farleigh Rovers

	Combined Counties League – Tuesday 13th December

	Chessington & Hook United
	V
	South Park

	Egham Town
	V
	Molesey

	Wembley
	V
	Cove

	EL Records League Cup Third Round – Wednesday 14th December

	Colliers Wood United
	V
	Dorking

	Combined Counties League – Saturday 17th December

	Ash United
	V
	Hanworth Villa

	Badshot Lea
	V
	Croydon

	Banstead Athletic
	V
	Egham Town

	Camberley Town
	V
	Chessington & Hook United

	Colliers Wood United
	V
	Farnham Town

	Dorking
	V
	Molesey

	Epsom & Ewell
	V
	Cove

	Mole Valley SCR
	V
	Horley Town

	Sandhurst Town
	V
	Guildford City

	Wembley
	V
	South Park

	Windsor
	V
	Raynes Park Vale

	Surrey Senior Cup Second Round – Tuesday 20th December

	Molesey
	V
	Corinthian Casuals

	Combined Counties League – Tuesday 27th December (11.30 provisional kick off)

	Banstead Athletic
	V
	Epsom & Ewell

	Cove
	V
	Camberley Town 

	Croydon
	V
	Mole Valley SCR

	Farnham Town
	V
	Ash United

	Guildford City
	V
	Dorking

	Hanworth Villa
	V
	Wembley

	Molesey
	V
	Chessington & Hook United

	Sandhurst Town
	V
	Badshot Lea

	South Park
	V
	Horley Town

	Windsor
	V
	Egham Town

	Combined Counties League – Monday 2nd January (11.30 provisional kick off)

	Ash United
	V
	Sandhurst Town

	Badshot Lea
	V
	Cove

	Camberley Town
	V
	Farnham Town

	Chessington & Hook United
	V
	Croydon

	Colliers Wood United
	V
	South Park

	Dorking
	V
	Windsor

	Egham Town
	V
	Hanworth Villa

	Epsom & Ewell
	V
	Raynes Park Vale

	Horley Town
	V
	Guildford City

	Wembley
	V
	Molesey

	EL Records League Cup Second Round – Saturday 7th January

	Worcester Park
	
	Epsom & Ewell


	From behind the goal

	Epsom & Ewell 2-1 Croydon – Combined Counties League 

Saturday 19th November 2011

Last season the Salts didn’t win a single league game on a Saturday at the Moatside, yet this year they already have three on the back of another hard-working performance against an improved Croydon team.

The back four was altered again due to Jamie Hatfield’s one match suspension, so Jamie Summers moved over to left back while Anthony Panayi slotted back in alongside Alex Rodrigues, with Paul West on the right. And it was West who made many headlines this day. Although the main story was about Mark Jarman, who scored both goals on the day for us, it was also a topsy-turvy day for our right-back who had a major involvement in a goal at each end.

In all honesty we were a bit slow out of the blocks and in the first minute a right wing cross should have been headed in by the visiting striker, but his effort was wide from close range. It was a let off that the Trams would live to regret. Although they were in the ascendency for a while after this, they would not get a better chance all day, and we took the lead in the 17th minute. 

Dave Francis had been unable to get the better of their young speedy left back, but his perseverance won him another chance and he sent a dangerous low cross into the box. The keeper had to go for it, and got a good hand on the ball, but unfortunately for him, the ball then hit the incoming Jarman and dribbled slowly towards the goal line, just crossing it before the defender could hack in clear. Yes, the ball did hit our striker’s arm, but there was absolutely nothing he could do about it, and it was a perfectly legitimate, if somewhat fortunate way to take the lead.

It was nearly 2-0 soon afterwards as an Epsom cross came in from the left wing and the clearance was horribly sliced straight towards the roof of the net, but the keeper made an alert block. Sam Robinson tried his luck in the 23rd minute from a similar position to his opening goal against South Park but dragged his shot wide. On the half hour we were cut apart and Dan Coles made a fine save to his right. Unfortunately five minutes later he would be picking the ball out of his net anyway, courtesy of another penalty, conceded by West in the 35th minute. Now we have clear evidence to suggest that the challenge was outside the area and the spot kick should not have been given, but it was a rash and unnecessary challenge, coming only seven days after his foul also gave South Park a penalty consolation, and it was the ninth our boys have conceded already this season. 

As the second half started, we turned the heat up on our opponents a bit. Summers was unlucky with a low shot that deflected wide off Jarman, while Robinson also made a great run to the touch line but his pull back just eluded Francis. We went ahead again in the 55th minute, when a cross from West was headed in by an unmarked Jarman, but that doesn’t tell the full story, as West’s cross from right out on the touchline could not have been better placed had he picked it up and given it to his team mate. It was Premier League quality and tighter marking wouldn’t have made a difference as our centre forward buried the header, with the ball just flicking the cross bar on the way in.

As we passed the hour mark, the gaps we had been finding began to close and the game became more even, but the damage was done. We had our lead and held on fairly comfortably, with few goalmouth incidents at either end.  

   


	From behind the goal

	Windsor 1-0 Epsom & Ewell – Combined Counties League 

Saturday 26th November 2011

Under the dictionary definition of “heroic defeat” you will find a picture of our First Team, after the players dealt with almost everything Windsor could throw at us and on another day might have even taken a point from our trip to Stag Meadow.

Yet again we were forced into another defensive reshuffle as Jamie Summers was working and Jamie Hatfield was away. In came Anthony Panayi and Antony “Freddie” Myers to fill the vacancies, while Matt Smith returned to the starting line up at the expense of Dave Francis.

The first fifteen minutes were concerning as Windsor went uphill but with a strong wind behind them, and a couple of shots were just wide of the posts while Dan Coles made the first of many great saves as he blocked an unmarked header with his right hand. After weathering that storm the Salts began to scatter passes across the field and we had the opposition chasing shadows at times. In fairness, Windsor still had more possession but we had some chances. Alex McGregor sent a curling shot just over the bar from a good Smith pull back, while Mark Jarman and the keeper went up for a ball, which came out to Sam Robinson but his volley was over the bar.

A poor Myers back pass was intercepted and the ball was struck just over the bar as a result, while another shot deflected just wide of Coles’ right hand post, but the game became more even as we reached half time and as I switched to the other end of the ground for the second half, you could hear the start of a few mumblings amongst home supporters.

They could have become regular moans if we had taken advantage of a couple of good positions early in that period, but the final ball never arrived, and the home side took the lead in the 53rd minute when O’Toole cut inside his man and his shot gave Coles no chance as the ball zipped just inside the post. We had no alternative but to attack a bit more at this point, and we gave it a good try. Robinson produced a good run but his shot pinged against the far post and out for a goal kick in the 63rd minute. Three minutes later Smith’s shot was on target and was tipped over the bar by a stretching keeper.  

Inevitably though, when you attack, the price you pay is to leave yourselves a bit more open at the back and Coles was called into action on frequent occasions. We nearly conceded a comedy own goal as he made a half save of a shot although the ball was still heading towards the goal before Ali Dewar got back to save the day, but his clearance then rebounded off his keeper and out for a corner!

In the 72nd minute Coles made a fantastic save when the home striker was one on one with him, and within seconds he was there again to keep out a far post header from point blank range. Then Dewar was first to a right wing Smith cross and headed the ball back to Jarman but his goal bound volley was headed away. He just beat the defender to the second ball and was brought down in the process, but the referee was not interested, despite the offence taking place right in front of him. 

Paul West made a last ditch clearance and Coles was in action once again as the game became really stretched. Windsor had a goal disallowed for offside and we nearly levelled at the end when Jarman turned his man, but sliced his shot wide and on his debut, substitute Jamie Cottee had a goal bound shot blocked away in the final seconds of a very entertaining game, where both teams played their part.
  


	From behind the goal

	Epsom & Ewell 1-4 Egham Town – Combined Counties League 

Saturday 3rd December 2011

We have played Egham Town at home on thirteen occasions since March 1999 and our solitary success was a 1-0 win in April 2003, so maybe it was no surprise that the visitors took the points on Saturday. What was surprising was how easily they were able to take the points from an Epsom team that had played so well recently in defeating Croydon and South Park, and suffering a narrow defeat at Windsor.

We never really got going in this game, and once we had gone behind you could see heads visibly dropping, despite Lyndon trying to get the players to liven up. Our Manager is not what you would call “a shouter” so you could tell something was wrong. One theory was that we gave them too much respect, but again, why would this be the case after we harried and rattled Windsor the week before? 

Certainly though, we gave too much respect to their keeper, some chap by the name of Borg that played a few games for us over the last few years and who didn’t have a shot in open play to save all match. This inaction did have an upside as Borgy spent much of the day chatting to us behind the goal, and despite the score being in favour of his team, he was visibly hurting at the result and told us so.

We actually named an unchanged eleven for the first time since we travelled to Dorking in October, and in fairness the first twenty minutes were even. A couple of passes out to the wings stretched us at times but we might have had a penalty ourselves when a defender bundled Mark Jarman over just inside the box.  

The ball was played from there into midfield and a killer pass was played into the channel but there was no Epsom player there, and Hedges skipped past the exposed Dan Coles and rolled the ball in for a 20th minute lead. Now, you could argue that Coles had come out wrongly as you could see even from where we were that he wasn’t going to reach the ball first, but without any defensive cover he may have felt that he had little option but to try. As the game progressed Coles redeemed himself with several fine saves while regrettably our other players did not.

As we approached half time Alex McGregor caught hold of the ball really well from about 35 yards, or Ambrose distance if you watched the United – Palace game in midweek, but his shot was less than a foot over the bar. At half time you felt that this game was salvageable, but you also knew that things had to improve, and it just didn’t happen. Dave Francis came on for the injured Carl Downs but we went further behind after 58 minutes with a good move that cut us apart. Four minutes later the same happened down our left flank and the game was out of reach. 

Our reaction? We picked up five yellow cards. One or two may have been harsh, but Paul West’s challenge in the middle of the park would have picked up a red card from some officials. Discipline is still a serious issue when we go behind. 

After 82 minutes we pulled a goal back from the spot for a handball. We had worries about Borgy saving a penalty against us but Sam Robinson gave him no chance. However, we allowed too much space and allowed another shot on goal in the 89th minute, which just crept inside the right hand post and out of the reach of our keeper. It was perhaps fitting that Egham had the final say, although the final word goes to Paul Borg who came over to the Boys behind the Goal at the final whistle and shook our hands. A classy gesture from a classy custodian. 

 


	First Eleven Appearances  -  (max 25)

	Name
	Debut
	2011/12
	Career Totals

	
	
	App
	Sub
	Total
	Goals
	App
	Sub
	Total
	Goals

	 AYLING Nathan
	15/11/08
	10
	3
	13
	1
	10
	10
	20
	1

	 BEDJ BEDJ Ramzi
	08/08/09
	3
	3
	6
	0
	61
	6
	67
	18

	 BURNS Robbie
	14/08/07
	12
	2
	14
	6
	163
	6
	169
	97

	 COLES Dan
	06/08/11
	19
	2
	21
	0
	19
	2
	21
	0

	 COTTEE Jamie
	26/11/11
	0
	2
	2
	0
	0
	2
	2
	0

	 DEWAR Ali
	29/10/11
	5
	1
	6
	0
	5
	1
	6
	0

	 DOWNS Carl
	17/09/11
	10
	3
	13
	0
	10
	3
	13
	0

	 FRANCIS Dave
	06/08/11
	15
	6
	21
	6
	15
	6
	21
	6

	 GROBLER Dre
	21/08/11
	9
	3
	12
	0
	9
	3
	12
	0

	 HARMSWORTH Matt
	10/09/11
	0
	3
	3
	1
	0
	3
	3
	1

	 HATFIELD Jamie
	11/11/06
	10
	3
	12
	0
	142
	10
	152
	5

	 HAYWARD Ben
	07/03/07
	2
	3
	5
	0
	166
	17
	183
	9

	 HOADLEY Harry
	27/08/11
	1
	0
	1
	0
	1
	0
	1
	0

	 JARMAN Mark
	08/08/09
	21
	1
	22
	11
	53
	18
	71
	28

	 JONES Adrian
	06/08/11
	6
	0
	6
	0
	6
	0
	6
	0

	 McGREGOR Alex
	08/08/09
	19
	4
	23
	2
	81
	30
	111
	9

	 MOON James
	16/08/11
	3
	1
	4
	0
	3
	1
	4
	0

	 MYERS Antony
	23/12/06
	10
	3
	13
	2
	33
	4
	37
	5

	 ORDUNO Inaki
	06/08/11
	4
	1
	5
	1
	4
	1
	5
	1

	 PANAYI Anthony
	14/11/10
	15
	3
	18
	0
	36
	3
	39
	1

	 RICHARDS Ayden
	09/08/11
	1
	6
	7
	0
	1
	6
	7
	0

	 ROBINSON Sam
	22/10/11
	8
	0
	8
	3
	8
	0
	8
	3

	 RODRIGUES Alex
	05/04/07
	17
	2
	19
	0
	229
	2
	231
	2

	 ROWE Steve
	27/08/11
	5
	1
	6
	0
	5
	1
	6
	0

	 SIEFERS Tom
	29/08/11
	2
	3
	5
	0
	2
	3
	5
	0

	 SMITH Matt
	08/08/09
	16
	3
	19
	3
	70
	23
	93
	5

	 SUMMERS Jamie
	06/08/11
	22
	0
	22
	3
	22
	0
	22
	3

	 WALSHE Sonny
	16/08/11
	2
	1
	3
	0
	2
	1
	3
	0

	 WEBBER Richard
	31/01/09
	1
	2
	3
	0
	48
	9
	57
	2

	 WEST Paul
	17/08/10
	20
	2
	22
	1
	45
	9
	54
	2

	 WOODWARD Chris
	06/08/11
	7
	1
	8
	1
	7
	1
	8
	1

	


	Club History   -   6th December

	Date
	Day
	Competition
	
	Opponents
	
	Scorers

	06/12/24
	Sat
	Surrey Senior League
	A
	Leyland Motors
	2-1
	Parr, R.Sperring

	06/12/30
	Sat
	Surrey Senior Cup 

3q replay
	H
	Camberley & Yorktown
	4-1
	Jones (2), Earl (2)

	06/12/47
	Sat
	London League
	H
	Guildford City Reserves
	0-2
	

	06/12/58
	Sat
	Corinthian League
	A
	Edgware
	2-2
	Higgins, Millard

	06/12/69
	Sat
	Athenian League 2
	H
	Hemel Hempstead
	0-2
	

	06/12/75
	Sat
	Athenian League 2
	H
	Faversham Town
	3-0
	Denman, Coombe, o.g. 

	06/12/80
	Sat
	London Senior Cup 3q
	A
	Hampton
	2-3
	Tuite, Delaney

	06/12/86
	Sat
	Isthmian League 1
	H
	Walton & Hersham
	2-1
	Tuite, Stainer (pen)

	06/12/97
	Sat
	Isthmian League 3
	A
	Lewes
	2-1
	Boxall (2)

	06/12/03
	Sat
	Isthmian League 1s
	H
	Bromley
	1-1
	Buckley

	06/12/05
	Tue
	Surrey Senior Cup 1
	A
	Ashford Town (Middx)
	1-3
	Ingham

	06/12/08
	Sat
	Combined Counties Premier Div
	H
	Horley Town
	0-0
	

	Seasons in the Past

	 90 years ago – Epsom Juniors

	03/12/21
	Sat
	Sutton & District League Premier Div
	A
	Epsom Brotherhood
	0-2
	

	80 years ago – Epsom Town

	05/12/31
	Sat
	London League
	A
	Hendon
	2-1
	Williams, Graves

	70 years ago – Epsom Town (war time)

	06/12/41
	Sat
	South Eastern Combination
	A
	Sutton United
	2-3
	Ottway, Brown

	60 years ago – Epsom F.C.

	08/12/51
	Sat
	 Surrey Senior Cup 

3q replay
	A
	Surbiton Town
	4-3
	Wright (2), Goddard (2)

	50 years ago – Epsom & Ewell F.C.

	02/12/61
	Sat
	Surrey Senior Cup 3q
	H
	Camberley Town
	6-3
	Punter (3), Millard, 

Mead, Kenyon

	40 years ago – Epsom & Ewell F.C.

	04/12/71
	Sat
	Athenian League 2
	A
	Windsor & Eton
	1-4
	Blake

	30 years ago – Epsom & Ewell F.C.

	05/12/81
	Sat
	Isthmian League 1
	A
	Maidenhead United
	4-1
	Tuite (3), Hill

	20 years ago – Epsom & Ewell F.C.

	30/11/91
	Sat
	Isthmian League 3
	H
	Petersfield United
	3-1
	Meyer, Webster, o.g.

	10 years ago – Epsom & Ewell F.C.

	08/12/01
	Sat
	Isthmian League 3
	A
	Wingate & Finchley
	2-0
	Huckle, Stevens


	6th December – In Summary

	90 years ago today Epsom Juniors made the tiny journey across town to the Brickfield Ground, the new home of Epsom Brotherhood, the best team in the area. They were a new club too, but had managed to secure a private ground on the site of the old Stone’s Brickworks in East Street, near to where the Kiln Lane Industrial Estate now is.

The Juniors came unstuck with a 2-0 defeat that could have been worse if not for the performance of Ernie Sperring in goal, but this season would be the last that the youngsters would play second fiddle, as they were soon to move to Horton Hospital Grounds, and in 1922/23 would defeat almost all in front of them as the club began their way up the levels, while the Brotherhood would not last much longer as the Juniors would take all the best players in the area. 

81 years ago today Camberley & Yorktown as the club was then known were defeated 4-1 at West Street in a Surrey Senior Cup replay, following our 3-3 draw at Krooner Park the previous Saturday. Trevor Jones and Bob Earl both scored twice to secure a tie at Egham, which would also require a replay for us to progress. 
80 years ago this week Hendon were defeated 2-1 in a London League match, thanks to goals from Billy Williams and Leslie Graves. This was not the Hendon that is in existence today, as they were originally Golders Green. This team was the original Hendon, and played at the Welsh Harp Ground in Kingsbury, near the reservoir.

70 years ago today Sutton United defeated Epsom Town 3-2 at Gander Green Lane in a wartime South Eastern Combination match. It was a well-contested match but a fair result. Bobby Gill played for us this day, while his younger brother Maurice played against him. It was level at half time but Hugh “Tipper” Pratt, scored his second goal of the game and Sutton then extended their lead further, before Judge pulled one back with twenty minutes remaining, but we were unable to score again.

60 years ago this week we had another Surrey Senior Cup replay, again following a 3-3 draw. This time we had to travel to Riverhill, home then, as now of Surbiton Town, (see programme right) but a brace from Tommy Wright and Bill Goddard secured a lucrative home tie with Dulwich Hamlet in the first round. 
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50 years ago this week Camberley Town were bashed up 6-3 in a Surrey Senior Cup match. Jim Punter scored three times as the Blues booked a home tie in the next round with the mighty Dulwich Hamlet.

30 years ago this week Epsom & Ewell secured a very good 4-1 win at Maidenhead United. Tommy Tuite got a hat trick, but I can still recall the press headline that read “Sweet and Sour Tommy” as he had also been a bit greedy at times with teammates waiting. The coach got to this game nice and early and I spent some time in the old wooden stand there, which was destroyed by fire a few years later. To this day York Road has its main stand on the other side of the ground now.




	First Team Results Grid
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	Reserve Team Report by Les Smithers

	Horley Town 1-2 Epsom & Ewell – Suburban League 

Saturday 19th November 2011

The Reserves carried on their winning ways at Horley Town. The game itself started with Epsom missing three good chances within the first 10 minutes and we were made to pay in the 25th minute when from a corner the Horley forward was allowed a free jump, and his header left Dan Kelton no chance. In fact only a couple of minutes earlier Kelton had excelled himself with a great save from a long range shot so we had him to thank for not being 2-0 down. 

The game itself was turning into a great midfield battle with youngsters Sam England and Charlie Bryant more than holding their own (Charlie Bryant from our u18 making his debut) and looking like he had been playing all season in the reserves.) We had all of the ball, but the final pass was often found wanting and when the final ball was good we didn’t take our chances, like in the 29th minute when in the space of a minute we had four efforts cleared off the line.

We came out the start of the second half a different side and straight from the kick off we upped the tempo and got our deserved goal within a minute of the restart when England followed up a shot that the home keeper failed to hold, to tap the ball into the net. 

It was already one-way traffic and with the appearance of John Antonio in the 50th minute for Ryan Edge Epsom started to look a far more of a threat, with he and Ahmid Alsanawi combining well. We were now looking a better balanced side than we did in the first half and with the shooting power of Antonio and the running of Alsanawi we always had Horley on the back foot. They never created a chance in the entire second half and the only time our keeper touched the ball was when we passed it back to him. 

The only surprise was that it took us to the 80th minute to score our second goal when the lively Alsanawi scored after darting in between the last defender and keeper to fire home. Aaron Williams came on for the fast improving Joe Butler to add fresh legs and his running down the left wing put the Horley defence on the back foot. 

We had more of the ball in this game then in all the previous games and we probably passed the ball more than we had in previous games but Horley never gave up and worked very hard to keep us out. The last change of the game came in the 90th minute when J Flack had his nose broken again and was replaced by Luke Barnard.

We still have a lot to learn and we have to learn fast, but we have a young squad and the more games the players get under their belts the better the will get. What was really pleasing about today’s game was that Corbin Turner, Ryan Edge and Charlie Bryant all made their debuts today and did not look out of place. Also from our regular starting line up we were missing six players so it just goes to show our strength in depth.




	Reserve Team Report by Les Smithers

	Epsom & Ewell 2-1 Hanworth Villa (after extra time) 

Score 5-5 on Aggregate – Lost on penalties

Suburban League Cup First Round - Second Leg

Monday 28th November 2011

In a game that was more like a Sunday pub game, the Reserves lost to Hanworth Villa 4-2 on penalties. We had won the game 2-1 but had lost earlier in the season 4-3 in Middlesex after being 3-0 up at one point. The game started quite even but in the 8th minute Hanworth had the first real chance and it was clear from this that they had two very fast strikers and they were going to play a lot of long balls over the top of our back four. On the whole we dealt with this very well and caught them offside most of the time. 

The busy Ali Dewar went clean through the Hanworth defence and squared the ball for J Flack to side foot into an empty net but just as it got to him the ball bobbled and his shot went for a throw in over the other side of the pitch, and again just two minutes later Dewar again went clean through only this time he squared the ball to Hughes who again managed to miss the target. In the 37th minute we got a stroke of luck when the referee decided that the Hanworth keeper brought down the lively Ahmad Alsanawi and awarded us a penalty, but to be honest from where I was standing it looked like our forward had fallen over the keeper. Hughes gave the keeper little chance from the spot. In the next Hanworth attack they were given offside again but the Hanworth player told the linesmen what he thought of him and he got his marching orders. In the 44th minute Hanworth had their keeper to thank for still being in the game as somehow he got a touch to Paul Gough’s shot that was heading into the top corner and again in the 48th minute Alsanawi went clean through from a great ball by Hughes but he hit the shot tamely at the keeper.

In the 70th minute the referee gave a free kick to Hanworth when he was the only person in the ground who thought Lewis Matthews had fouled the Hanworth forward, and when the player asked what was the free kick was for, the referee duly booked him. Then in our next attack Hughes missed a point blank header. Only a couple of minutes later Epsom made their first sub when we replaced Chris Allen with Joe Butler and soon after we sent on John Antonio for Hughes and Youth team striker Kyle Matheson for Alsanawi. He did not disappoint as a great ball from Walsh put him in the clear and he finished like a seasoned pro, However, just five minutes later he showed his youthful side when he was put through again only this time he had support but instead of squaring the ball to Antonio who was in a better position, he chose to shot straight at the keeper. In the 97th minute Hanworth Villa got their all-important goal when we failed to clear a corner and the player was able to toe poke the ball into the net with four Epsom players standing around him and not one making a challenge. What upset our players more was the fact the ref told them there was only two minutes of injury time to be added on to the second half, yet they scored in the 7th! Special mention must be made of our keeper Dan Kelton who swept behind our back four with great reading of the game and timing of his challenges, and also the back four who played the offside very well.

During the break our coach reminded the referee that he had booked the Hanworth number 3 twice but the referee told him to mind his own business, which was the same answer our Chairman received when he asked him after the game.

Extra time was now being played and again the referee came to be the star of the show when our Manager asked him why he had booked Matthews. He was told to mind his own business and much to his own disappointment he just snapped with the result he got sent off. Both teams had chances in extra time but the game ended up going to penalties. Again the referee did and said nothing when every time an Epsom Player took a penalty both the visiting players and bench barracked him. At the end of the day football is about putting the ball in the back of the net and Hanworth did it, while we never, so they go through and good luck to them, but I would rather lose the way we played then win the way they played, and we can be very proud of the players, as none got involved when it was much easier to do so.




	Reserve Team Report by Les Smithers

	Chessington & Hook United 0-1 Epsom & Ewell - Suburban League

Saturday 3rd December 2011

The Reserves run continued at Chalky Lane with a squad that showed a few changes due to injury, sickness and work commitments. This was our ninth straight win.

The game started well with both teams trying to play football but it soon became apparent that the pitch was not going to allow this, and in fact we took an early lead when a free kick out wide was delivered into the box by Aaron Williams and Lewis Matthews rose well and headed down into the bottom corner.

In the 10th minute Sam England’s long range shot was well saved by the home keeper but twice in the space of 2 minutes we became our own worst enemies when careless passes resulted in the home side breaking but they could not even force Dan Kelton into a save. The game now became a battle in the middle of the very heavy pitch and now the two teams started playing to the best way to combat the pitch with Chessington playing long balls to their fast couple of forwards and Epsom carried on trying to play football on the deck and it was Epsom who went nearest to scoring again in the 25th minute when Micky Hughes just sent in a header over the bar. This was the start of a good spell for Epsom and we started playing football as we know we can and some good interplay between Williams and Aaron Stephens resulted in a great cross but the three on rushing forwards missed the cross. Chessington had their best chance in the 45th minute when again a wayward pass in midfield was played out wide and crossed into the box only for the home team forward to volley over in the six yard box.

At half time Tom Siefers was taken ill and was replaced by Martin Smith (making his debut) who dropped straight in to sweep. Again the half started with both teams trying to play the same way but Chessington seemed more happy to drive long balls over the top of our back four but we were more than a match for the home team forwards who kept being caught offside. n the 55th minute Williams again set up Hughes who fired over, and just 2 minutes later Kelton showed why we think he is the best keeper in the league with a world class save from point blank range, which he managed a one handed tip over the bar at full length. This was the only real save Dan had to make again it shows how good his concentration is, and from the resulting corner we went straight down the other end won a corner and Martin Smith just headed over.

We brought on young Kyle Matheson for The very hard working Hughes and Ahmid Alsanawi for Nathan Ayling in the 65th minute. This now gave the Chessington back four new problems as the two subs pace and movement caused trouble. It was not until the 75th minute did we have another chance, and again it was the movement in our set plays that caused them problems. This time Lewis Matthews instead of heading the ball into an empty net with no one near him managed to head the ball across the box so making a great clearance for the home team! With Matheson and Alsanawi working really well and not giving the home team back four any time on the ball the home team couldn’t get out of their half and in the 85th minute when they thought they had, it came straight back and from this Alsanawi made the home keeper pull off a good save.

The great thing I as a manager learned today was never underestimate your players, as the way they ground out this result out and the way we kept trying to play football the right way was a great credit to all of them, especially as quite a few players were asked to play out of position and just got on with the job at hand. Also players are now again playing for each other and it makes my job so much easier and now I am able to introduce under 18s to our team in Bryant and Matheson, and I can honestly say that every time they play you can see them getting more and more comfortable and improving game by game.




	2nd XI Fixtures / Results - 2011/12

	All HOME games to be played at Grand Drive, home of Raynes Park Vale F.C.

	1
	22/08/11
	Mon
	 MOLESEY
	SL
	2-3
	Matthews, Hughes

	2
	27/08/11
	Sat
	 Thamesmead Town
	SL
	1-1
	Hughes

	3
	03/09/11
	Sat
	 Hanworth Villa
	SLC 1-1
	3-4
	Williams, Harmsworth, Okolie

	4
	17/09/11
	Sat
	 South Park
	SL
	2-2
	Adewale, Hagan

	5
	19/09/11
	Mon
	 CHESSINGTON & HOOK
	SL
	4-1
	Alsanawi (2), 

Gough, Pangisban

	6
	24/09/11
	Sat
	 Oakwood
	SL
	5-0
	Binns (2), Alsanawi, Matthews, Hughes (pen)

	7
	26/09/11
	Mon
	 Redhill
	SL
	4-4
	Adewale, England (pen), Martin, Gough

	8
	03/10/11
	Mon
	 LINGFIELD
	SL
	2-1
	Hughes, Matthews

	9
	08/10/11
	Sat
	 Corinthian
	SL
	6-1
	Hughes (2, 1 pen), Tilly, Flack, Dewar, Bassaka

	10
	12/10/11
	Wed
	 Mole Valley SCR
	SL
	4-0
	 Williams, Tilly, Hughes, Allan

	11
	24/10/11
	Mon
	 WALTON & HERSHAM
	SL
	3-0
	Dewar (2), Richards

	12
	05/11/11
	Sat
	 Crowborough Athletic
	SL
	4-2
	Hughes, Williams, Francis, Matthews (pen)

	13
	14/11/11
	Mon
	 COBHAM
	SL
	5-1
	Francis (2), Stephens, Hughes, Alsanawi

	14
	19/11/11
	Sat
	 Horley Town
	SL
	2-1
	England, Alsanawi

	15
	28/11/11
	Mon
	 HANWORTH VILLA
	SLC 1-2
	2-1
	Hughes (pen), Matheson

	16
	03/12/11
	Sat
	 Chessington & Hook
	SL
	1-0
	Matthews

	17
	12/12/11
	Mon
	 HORLEY TOWN
	SL
	
	

	18
	17/12/11
	Sat
	 Molesey
	SL
	
	

	SL - Suburban League                       SLC - Suburban League Cup


	Suburban League Southern Division Table

	inc Saturday 3rd December
	P
	W
	D
	L
	F
	A
	Pts
	GD

	Walton & Hersham
	14
	13
	0
	1
	45
	15
	39
	+30

	Epsom & Ewell
	14
	10
	3
	1
	45
	17
	33
	+28

	Thamesmead Town
	12
	8
	3
	1
	41
	18
	27
	+23

	Corinthian
	13
	6
	3
	4
	30
	29
	21
	+1

	South Park
	14
	6
	2
	6
	43
	39
	20
	+4

	Molesey
	11
	5
	4
	2
	25
	21
	19
	+4

	Redhill
	15
	5
	2
	8
	28
	38
	17
	-10

	Oakwood
	13
	5
	1
	7
	29
	37
	16
	-8

	Lingfield
	14
	4
	3
	7
	30
	43
	15
	-13

	Mole Valley SCR
	15
	4
	1
	10
	24
	48
	13
	-24

	Crowborough Athletic
	10
	3
	3
	4
	23
	23
	12
	0

	Chessington & Hook United
	13
	3
	2
	8
	24
	26
	11
	-2

	Horley Town
	12
	2
	2
	8
	17
	32
	8
	-15

	Cobham
	12
	2
	1
	9
	18
	36
	7
	-18


	Reserve Team Results Grid
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	Reserve Team Appearances  -  (max 16)

	Name
	Debut
	App
	Sub
	Total
	Goals

	Kris Adewale
	18/09/10
	2
	0
	2
	2

	Chris Allen
	31/01/11
	9
	0
	9
	1

	Ahmid Alsanawi
	03/09/11
	5
	4
	9
	5

	John Antonio
	22/08/11
	0
	5
	5
	0

	Nathan Ayling
	26/11/08
	1
	0
	1
	0

	Luke Barnard
	05/11/11
	0
	2
	2
	0

	Cody Best
	27/08/11
	1
	0
	1
	0

	Kevin Bissaka
	08/10/11
	1
	1
	2
	1

	Lee Binns
	03/10/09
	0
	1
	1
	2

	Charlie Bryant
	19/11/11
	1
	0
	1
	0

	Joe Butler
	27/08/11
	6
	3
	9
	0

	Ali Dewar
	27/08/11
	11
	0
	11
	3

	Ryan Edge
	19/11/11
	1
	0
	1
	0

	Rem Edwards
	18/04/11
	0
	1
	1
	0

	Sam England
	22/08/11
	9
	2
	11
	2

	Jack Farley
	27/08/11
	1
	2
	3
	0

	Dan Fell
	22/08/11
	3
	0
	3
	0

	J Flack
	22/08/11
	10
	3
	13
	1

	Aaron France
	14/11/11
	1
	0
	1
	0

	Dave Francis
	05/11/11
	2
	0
	2
	3

	Paul Gough
	22/08/11
	10
	2
	12
	2

	Kofi Hagan
	17/09/11
	1
	2
	3
	1

	Luke Harmsworth
	27/08/11
	1
	0
	1
	0

	Matt Harmsworth
	22/08/11
	3
	0
	3
	1

	Jamie Hatfield
	21/02/09
	1
	0
	1
	0

	George Howland
	07/03/11
	0
	1
	1
	0

	Micky Hughes
	22/08/11
	12
	1
	13
	10

	Zack Jackhart
	03/09/11
	4
	3
	7
	0

	Dan Kelton
	17/09/11
	8
	0
	8
	0

	Jacub Malczuk
	08/10/11
	1
	0
	1
	0

	Vic Martin
	22/08/11
	2
	2
	4
	1

	Kyle Matheson
	13/11/10
	0
	1
	1
	1

	Lewis Matthews
	22/08/11
	13
	0
	13
	5

	Archie Okolie
	28/08/10
	3
	0
	3
	1

	Anthony Panayi
	26/09/09
	1
	0
	1
	0

	Godfrey Pangisban
	19/09/11
	1
	1
	2
	1

	Damion Parris
	22/08/11
	1
	0
	1
	0

	Ayden Richards
	12/03/11
	0
	2
	2
	1

	Steve Rowe
	24/10/11
	1
	0
	1
	0

	Leslie Sampson
	19/09/11
	0
	3
	3
	0

	Tom Siefers
	22/08/11
	6
	0
	6
	0

	Martin Smith
	03/12/11
	0
	1
	1
	0

	Andy Smithers
	03/09/11
	1
	0
	1
	0

	Aaron Stephens
	27/08/11
	8
	0
	8
	1

	Alex Tilly
	03/09/11
	7
	0
	7
	2

	Alfie Tuck
	03/09/11
	1
	0
	1
	0

	Corbin Turner
	19/11/11
	1
	0
	1
	0

	Sonny Walshe
	12/10/11
	5
	0
	5
	0

	Richard Withers
	07/04/11
	0
	1
	1
	0

	Aaron Williams
	09/02/08
	10
	2
	12
	3

	



	Tony Jeffcoate

	My first game
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My first Epsom and Ewell game was back in the 2000-01 season, away to Corinthian Casuals. I had gone with my best mate Steve Freeborough, sadly no longer with us to watch his lad Mark making his debut. 

I had seen Mark play football as a youngster and all through his Surrey County days, where he captained the side for four years. It was while Mark played at Epsom his game became much stronger, this I think was due to the pairing with Jimmy Hall an outstanding centre half.

Steve and I loved it when Mark used to walk with any centre forward being taken off telling him. When asked "what are you doing?" he would reply "I've had you in my pocket all the time, so I just want to make sure you got off the pitch ok." 
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Getting back to my first Epsom and Ewell match, we won 1-0 on 19th August 2000 (see programme right) and this is why I'm still at the club. Not because they won 1-0, it's due to the fact that Epsom and Ewell was the last club Mark Freeborough played for at senior level. He suffered a brain tumour and did not complete the 2003/04 season. The operation was successful but he stopped playing at 26.

My best part of any Epsom and Ewell game was going 2-0 up in the first three minutes against Worthing in August 2002, and we fully deserved our 3-1 win at Woodside Road that day.

Ed Note – Steve Freeborough used to play for Banstead Athletic and actually scored for them against us in a Surrey Senior Cup tie on 15th November 1969 when they won 2-0 at Merland Rise!



	Matches against Sutton United

	As every Sutton United fan knows, their club was formed in 1898 following a merger between Sutton Association and Sutton Guild Rovers.

However, the first game between teams from the two towns occurred way before that on 7th March 1891 between Epsom YMCA and Sutton Rovers, which Epsom YMCA won 5-3 in Epsom with a hat trick for Edgar Jeffery, who would become better known as a goalkeeper for the successful Ewell F.C. side in the mid 1890s.
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And it was Ewell FC, formed in 1890 and the first club to ever play at West Street, who first met Sutton Association in two friendlies at Ewell, winning the first 6-1 on 3rd October 1891, with two goals from Arthur Walters the former full England International, although the return match was won 4-1 by the Association exactly six weeks later.

The two clubs never met again, although in November 1895 Sutton Guild Rovers were defeated 3-0 by Ewell Reserves, and upon the formation of the new Sutton United club, Ewell Reserves realised that they would be a tougher nut to crack, losing 3-1 in a Surrey Junior Cup tie in October 1899, and the following season it was 0-9 at West Street!

Ewell’s first team never met Sutton United in a match and so the first team from the Borough to play them were Epsom F.C., an incarnation of the club that had started as Epsom East Street, changing their name to that of the town in 1902. We met Sutton’s Reserves on a few occasions over the next four years, winning more than we lost.  

The first ever meeting between clubs representing the first team of Sutton United and the town of Epsom was for a Sutton Hospital Cup Semi-Final on 21st April 1905, but Sutton won 6-0 at a ground that would become known in due course as Colston Avenue, home of Carshalton St Andrews, before their name change to Athletic. Six months later the clubs met in the same competition and again Sutton won easily 4-0. 

Unfortunately the Epsom team were defunct by 1906 and a new club came to the fore, Epsom Alleyn, who took a few of the old Epsom players on, and were in existence for a couple of years before assuming the Epsom F.C. name in 1908, They met Sutton United in a Surrey Junior Cup match on 6th November 1909, with Sutton again winning easily by five goals to one. The Epsom team also died out before World War One.

This brings us to our current club. Formed in 1918 as Epsom Juniors, the first meetings our Junior club had with Sutton United was their Reserve team in the newly formed Sutton & District League, which was founded by John Goossens of Sutton United and Hugh Bradley, the Old Suttonians Secretary and future visionary Chairman of our own club. The teams met on 2nd October 1920 and the Blues won 4-2 at Epsom Recreation Ground, better known now as Alexandra Rec. Meetings continued for three seasons until in 1923 Epsom Town as we were then known, won the League and moved up in status, reaching Senior status the following year.

As members of the Surrey Senior League the first two of what would become 37 matches occurred that season. They were only friendlies; a double header, if you like over a couple of Saturdays in April 1925, and despite the local interest in these matches, the two teams provided experimental line ups as we were defeated 2-5 on Sutton’s only visit to the Horton Hospital Grounds and 0-2 seven days later at Gander Green Lane.

In October of 1925 the meeting was far more significant, as it was an Amateur Cup tie,

and the first to be staged at our new ground in West Street. The game was decided by a single goal in the second half from H.S.Streeter in the visitors favour in front of 1,500 spectators, although by February 1926 he was playing in Epsom’s colours, becoming an important part of the side that won the Surrey Senior League.

We suffered a friendly defeat in April 1927, but our next meeting was in the F.A. Cup on 15th October 1927, when a crowd of 2,981 witnessed second half goals from Freddie Behn and Reg Marlow to put us through to a third qualifying round match at Wimbledon.

In the period before 1960 the club considered friendly matches to be “challenge” matches, and ten of these matches between our teams make up part of our official club history. However, there are more interesting matches to report on, so I shall from this point onwards concentrate on those, the next of which resulted in a narrow 3-2 loss to Sutton in an Amateur Cup tie in front of 2,500 at Gander Green Lane in October 1928, but that wasn’t the end of the story. 

Sunday football was frowned upon, despite there being very little free time for people back in those days. However, Sunday was, and indeed still is for many people, the day of rest and the F.A. also strongly supported this stance. Following our defeat, and quite wrongly in my opinion, Epsom Town appealed on the basis that two Sutton players (Okin and White) had allegedly committed this “terrible sin” of playing for another team on a Sunday. 

This looks extremely petty now and it wasn’t exactly popular then, but it had far-reaching consequences. Firstly, relations between the clubs became strained. Even the local papers thought the appeal was “tenuous”, but Billy Green the Epsom Secretary at the time stood his ground. 

The short term result of this was that our appeal was thrown out, costing us the two guineas appeal fee, and Sutton progressed. Further down the line of Sutton’s exceptional Cup run though Leytonstone would also appeal on the same grounds. This also failed, but a third attempt from quarter-final opponents Leyton was successful and Sutton were removed from the competition after having “reached” the semi-final by then. 

Clearly these appeals look really weak as we look back at them today, but if they were justified, one wonders whether Epsom would have been good enough to reach the Semi-Final of the Amateur Cup instead, and if so, how our standing as a club would have changed, as surely Athenian League progression would have been a formality, with the potential for further success too. Ultimately, it was a very sad episode for both clubs.

In October 1930 we gained revenge with a 2-0 F.A. Cup win with an identical result to the match three years previously, and with the same two scorers as well!

The 1932/33 season was definitely the high water mark for the Blues. We met Sutton on four separate occasions, and won all four matches. Two were friendlies but the other two were significant, a 4-1 Amateur Cup win at West Street in October 1932, and a Surrey Charity Shield Semi-Final win by three goals to two at Gander Green Lane; a result we would have to wait 75 years to witness again.

The story changed from that point onwards, and in 1933/34 Sutton knocked us out of the Amateur Cup by two goals to one at West Street, although it is possible that our boys were still coming down from the high of their F.A.Cup win against Leytonstone, and

the impending trip to Clapton Orient in the First Round that it had generated. Still, there was no excuse two months later, when they relieved our hold on the Surrey Charity Shield with a 3-1 win at Gander Green Lane. 

[image: image10.png]


We would suffer two further Charity Shield defeats at the Lane, in 1936, when we were defeated 6-4 after extra time, and in 1939 when we crashed 5-1, despite our goal coming from former Sutton player Basil Solly, and our keeper being the excellent but ill-fated David Wesley who would join Sutton for the curtailed 1939/40 season and was killed in a wartime flying accident in Canada. In between those two matches, Sutton defeated us 4-2 in an F.A.Cup tie at West Street. The 1936 game held special significance, as it was the first played since the death of King George V and a two minutes silence was held that day. (see picture below) 

Although Epsom F.C. closed down for the war, it is well documented in these pages that our ground-sharing club Epsom Town continued, and they met Sutton United frequently during those dark days.   

Epsom Town won the Surrey Combination in 1940 and were invited along with Walton into the South Eastern Combination, a powerful league with all the top non-league sides in the area. Dulwich Hamlet, Wimbledon, Redhill, Bromley, Tooting & Mitcham, Woking, Nunhead and of course Sutton were all of a much higher level, although the aim for our club was to keep playing and boost morale, a task that proved beyond Bromley, Redhill and Wimbledon, who all folded during that season. Both of our clubs commendably lasted throughout the war years.   

Good results against all of those teams were understandably few and far between, although we did secure a 3-3 draw with Sutton on 1st March 1941 to go alongside our 

2-1 away defeat back in October 1940. The following season we suffered two narrow losses, but despite rules on registrations being relaxed, the League decided that our 2-1 home defeat in January 1942 had been affected because both teams had ineligible players, ours being Bill Ruffell, father of fifties player Ron, and brother of the West Ham record appearance holder Jim. So the match was ordered to be played again, and in April we blitzed them 7-2, leading 5-0 at half time with four goals from George Brown the prolific pre-war striker. 
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We paid for that with two heavy defeats the next season, 1-6 at home and 3-6 away, and in 1943/44 we met five times, losing both League games 6-2. (see programme right) We also lost a friendly, but did achieve two wins that season, one in the resurrected Surrey Senior Cup, by 4-2 at West Street despite trailing 1-2 at the half to secure a place in the Final against Tooting & Mitcham. The other was a 3-2 home win in the League Cup, although again Tooting & Mitcham ended the run. 

We had no success at all in 1944/45, losing 4-0 both home and away, with a 7-4 home defeat in the League Cup thrown in for good measure.  

Once the war had ended Epsom F.C. started up again and the old Epsom Town disappeared into history. We next met in 1948 when paired together in the F.A.Cup, and the biggest postwar gate at that time of 2,500 witnessed an exciting 2-2 draw, with Sutton’s goals coming from future Epsom players Denis Ford and Vic Honey. (see programmes below) We lost the replay 2-0 and would have to wait nine years before meeting competitively again. This time it was Epsom’s day as goals from Johnny Bangs 
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and Jan Sorensen, players with large connections to the opposition themselves, saw us through. (see programme left). 

This brings us to the “modern” era. For two clubs based half a dozen miles away, it seems incredible that we didn’t meet for another twenty-four years. However, it must be remembered that we were a poor side in the sixties and early seventies, while Sutton were one of the best non-league sides in the Country, with two losing trips to Wembley Stadium in 1963 and 1969 Amateur Cup Finals. In 1981, they were just about to reach Wembley again in the F.A. Trophy and we held them to a goalless draw at Gander Green Lane in the Surrey Senior Cup Semi-Final in March of that year. If they took their eye off the ball they had chosen the wrong team that year and in a topsy-turvy replay at West Street nearly four weeks later we trailed twice, yet a Dave Hanks goal, his second of the match, earned us a 3-2 win, and we went on to win the Cup for the first and so far, only time with a 2-1 win over Woking. 

[image: image14.jpg]


Thirty years on this remains as the last trophy our club has won, although our opponents gained revenge 2-1 at Sutton in a Surrey Senior Cup First Round tie in January 1983, and by four goals to nil in the 1984 Surrey Senior Cup Final at Imber Court, while we arguably were distracted by events elsewhere.  Those events culminated in our promotion to the Isthmian Premier Division. (see programme right)

So in September 1984 we met for the first time as equals after 28 previous matches as the underdog. In reality though, we still were, and luck wasn’t on our side either as we were defeated 5-4 at Gander Green Lane. We had fought back from a 4-2 deficit, but then conceded in the last minute to a speculative shot that looped up off Micky Stratford and into Ian Stillwell’s goal!  
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On Boxing Day of that year Tommy Tuite put us ahead and we led for 50 minutes before two goals in the last 15 minutes gave them the points, with future Epsom and Ewell Player and Manager Ricky Kidd scoring the winner. 

Also in 1984/85 we secured a 0-0 draw in the Surrey Senior Cup but were trounced 4-1 in a home replay two days later and in our second and final season at that level we were defeated 3-1 at Gander Green Lane, four weeks after our last home match against Sutton, which took place on 5th November 1985. We again led at half time through Tuite, but trailed again before Kevin Duffell lined up a free kick towards the bottom goal 

at West Street. 

I still recall the incident very clearly, having been behind the goal that evening. The original free kick with Duffell’s trusty right boot was blocked, but it bounced straight back to him and he lashed it into the roof of the net with his allegedly weaker left foot, 

earning us a 2-2 draw. (see programme left) 

Since our relegation in the 1985/86 season we have met on just three more occasions, all in the Surrey Senior Cup. The first ended in a 5-0 Semi-Final defeat in March 1987 as we were brushed aside in the first half, conceding four times, while we met for a First round tie in December 1992, when we were very unlucky to lose 2-0. (see programme below) 

Our most recent meeting remains clearly in the memory of any Epsom supporters who were there and occurred on 9th December 2008. If I’m honest, I didn’t expect much from this match, except a share of a decent gate, which didn’t occur as just 109 were present. However, a strike from Kyle Hough, later recalled as goal of the season put us ahead, and it was fun while we led. 
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Neil Harrowing performed miracles in our goal but was beaten by a well-placed free kick just before half time, and when we conceded early in the second half we were not really surprised and settled down to await the inevitable defeat. Dale Marvell had other ideas though, and he broke away for a fantastic equaliser, clipping the ball over the advancing keeper, and despite being under pressure, he did exactly the same again with just three minutes remaining. 

Those final minutes were incredibly tense as from nothing there was a chance that we might just get something, and the buzz that I felt when the final whistle blew makes watching teams like ours worthwhile. We don’t win big matches often, but that makes them even more special when you do. It is a feeling that big club fans will never experience. And of all the nearly 2,000 games I have watched over thirty years, I will remember it most of all.

Ed note – If anyone out there from Sutton has any programmes either from war time or earlier. Please could I have a copy? My details are on the inside cover of the programme. Thanks!




	Match Report from the past

	Sutton United 2-3 Epsom & Ewell – Surrey Senior Cup

Tuesday 9th December 2008

It is difficult to know where to start with this game. As an Epsom supporter since late 1981, I had never before witnessed a win over our oldest rivals despite coming close before. I’ll be honest, I didn’t expect much this time either. 

Although our form has been good this season, our opponents were well placed in the Ryman Premier Division, two steps above us, and had reached the First Round Proper of the F.A.Cup, losing only narrowly to Notts County. Throw in the fact that this was their only home defeat in normal time all season, and also that we hadn’t won at Gander Green Lane since 1933, and you’ll see why I was expecting us to reap very little from this particular tie.
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Our line up showed some changes, as Ollie Dicks, Gary Dennis and Gary McLaughlin came into the starting eleven, while Dale Marvell returned after his one game suspension. Not that they had too much chance to play at first, as they couldn’t get out of their half, but after Neil Harrowing had made the first of many good saves this evening, the ball broke out to Kyle Hough, who was wide on the left, but delicately chipped the ball over the United keeper and under the bar from a very narrow angle after twelve minutes.

This description doesn’t really describe how good the goal was, and you really had to be there to see it. To produce this sort of finish while running at full tilt would have graced a Premier League match, and was worthy of winning a game on its own.

The next half an hour was very strange to witness. The period was largely that of domination for the home side, yet on three counter-attacks we could have scored each time. Robbie Burns was put through on goal, and although he hit the target, the keeper got just enough on the ball just to slow its pace, and it was cleared away. 

Soon after, a fine through ball from Hough put Marvell through on the opposite flank, and his shot was also well saved. Finally, Hough got through again, and from an almost identical position from where his goal was scored, he chipped the ball over the keeper once again, only to see the ball come back off the face of the crossbar. The Sutton defence looked really suspect at this stage, and the frustration from the limited number of home supporters was great to hear.

Harrowing made four or five great saves during that time but was finally beaten by a well taken free kick just before the break, which might have been harshly awarded, but was curled well into the top corner from nearly twenty-five yards out. As the players walked off for half time, I felt that our chance might have gone, but that it was fun while it lasted.

This impression seemed accurate as the home side went ahead after 51 minutes with a low strike that Harrowing may have seen late, and for the next fifteen minutes, our boys couldn’t get out of our own half. 

It looked like Sutton knew that they were in charge, and they began to pass the ball around. Occasionally I am critical of our boys in overplaying the situation, when sometimes it might have been better to be more direct, and our opponents began to fall into this same trap. 

Behind the goal, I began to wonder whether they were trying to walk it in, but didn’t for one moment believe that it would make a difference. Incredibly though, our boys were not finished, and in what was our first real attack of the second half, the ball was threaded through to Marvell who ran through and slotted the ball past the keeper for the equaliser with twenty minutes remaining. 

Although Sutton continued to have more of the game, you could sense that possession was just beginning to get a bit more even for the first time in the match, and it almost looked as if both sides were expecting extra-time. Fortunately, it was not necessary, as Marvell scored a winning goal in an almost identical fashion to his equaliser with just three minutes remaining. The stadium announcer advised that three further minutes were required, but there was only one half chance for the hosts; a snap shot that went wide.  

Whilst accepting that we did not have as much possession as our opponents, we looked like scoring on every occasion that we went forward and continually asked questions of our more experienced rivals. Sutton are a much better team than the side that gave all Epsom supporters much enjoyment with their relegation from the Conference South last season. They had started with eight of the side that had beaten Harlow Town 3-0 in the League three days previously, and two more starters from that match came on at half time, so this was not a weak line up. It must also be remembered that Harlow also reached the First Round of the F.A.Cup, 

Just for the record, it was the club’s first win over Sutton United since a Surrey Senior Cup Semi-Final in 1981, and it was definitely well worth waiting for. The Surrey Senior Cup draw is kind, and we face Redhill at home in the next round, with Corinthian Casuals or Dorking in the last eight, but a good draw is only of any use if you remain in the competition. However, if Merstham can win the Surrey Senior Cup, why can’t another Step Five outfit? I’m not putting any pressure on our players here; I’m just enjoying the ride! 

Ed note – further to this, we did indeed defeat Redhill and then Corinthian Casuals before bowing out to eventual winners Ashford Town (Middx) in the Semi-Final, our first for twenty years. 




	Epsom & Ewell Football Club - History

	The Club was founded in March 1918 as Epsom Juniors Cricket Club and played throughout the summer. In the autumn, Epsom Juniors F.C. came into being and they played a handful of games from what is now known as Alexandra Recreation Ground. Competitive football followed as the club entered the Surrey Junior League in 1919, and then became founder members of the Sutton & District League in 1920. 

A change of name in July 1922 to Epsom Town F.C. heralded the start of a very successful era. By now resident at the Horton Hospital Sports Ground, they were unfortunate to lose 2-1 after extra time at Dorking F.C.’s Pixham Lane ground to Caterham Mental Hospital in a replay of the Surrey Junior Cup Final. However, they won three other trophies that season, the Leatherhead Hospital Shield, the Sutton Hospital Cup, and the Epsom Hospital Cup. In addition, the Club also won the Sutton & District League, and under the forward thinking of their Chairman Hugh Bradley, they took the step into Intermediate Football, where they won the Southern Suburban League without losing a match. Senior football was granted the next season, as they were unanimously accepted into the Surrey Senior League for 1924/25, where they finished third. 

In September 1925, the club relocated to the old Ewell F.C. ground at West Street, which was purchased through the generosity of the Club’s future President Robert Bradshaw. In 1925/26 the Championship of the Surrey Senior League was attained, and the following season, they did the “double”, defeating Egham 1-0 at Egham in the League Charity Cup. Election to the London League was next, and the title was claimed in the club’s first season there in 1927/28. Unfortunately, they were unable to repeat this, although they would finish runners-up in 31/32, 32/33, 34/35, 36/37 and 37/38. Cup Honours were limited, although they lost 3-2 to Redhill in front of 4,600 at Guildford in their first Surrey Senior Cup Final, having seen off Wimbledon 4-1 in the semi-final! Also, the club won the Surrey Charity (Senior) Shield in 1933 with an impressive 5-0 win over Woking at Kingfield. However, the proudest moment of the club’s pre-war history was an appearance in the First Round Proper of the F.A.Cup in 1933/34. Woking (after a replay), Nunhead, Tooting & Mitcham, Beddington Corner, and Leytonstone were defeated, and a crowd of 9,485 at the Lea Bridge Speedway Stadium witnessed a 4-2 loss against the hosts Clapton Orient. At the end of that season the club changed its name to Epsom F.C. while in 1936 the closure of their Reserve team enabled the newly formed Ewell and Stoneleigh to spend two years there ground sharing while in the Surrey Senior League, and local works team Venners Sports were tenants in the final completed pre-war season.

In 1939 a newly formed team, Epsom Town (no connection to the earlier team) shared the ground with Epsom F.C. However, this arrangement was suspended when war was declared, and the parent club folded for the duration. In the meantime, Club Chairman Charles Pettett threw in his lot with Epsom Town in an attempt to keep morale up in the town by keeping the football flag flying. It was successful, as the club competed throughout the war years, winning the Surrey Combination in 1939/40, and reaching the Surrey Senior Cup Final in 1944, losing 3-1 to Tooting & Mitcham, at Sandy Lane. After the war, Epsom F.C. started up again, continuing in the London League and reclaimed their ground, leaving Epsom Town homeless. Temporary homes were found at Kings College, Lavender Avenue, Mitcham, and then at the Old Halleyburians Rugby Ground in Ruxley Lane, as they competed for a season in the newly created Corinthian League, but disbanded in 1946.

In 1949 Epsom F.C. departed the London League, and entered the Corinthian League themselves, but despite a 3-2 win over two time Champions Walton & Hersham in their first home match, they would not win away in the League for nearly three years. They did reach the Corinthian Memorial Shield Final in 1952, going down 2-1 to Champions Hounslow at Eastbourne after leading at half-time. Things continued to improve with the signing of the famous ex-Amateur International Pat Lynch from Hendon. The club achieved their highest ever placing of third in 1952/53, and in 1954 reached the Surrey Senior Cup Final for the third time in their history, losing unluckily 2-0 to Corinthian Casuals in front of 6,159 at Selhurst Park, and in 1955 they won the Surrey Senior Shield with a 1-0 win over Carshalton Athletic at West Street.

There was a massive new player influx in 1955 after the club appointed their first ever manager in Kingstonian legend Doug Whitehead. The Corinthian League double was almost achieved in 1956/57, but two losses in the final week, along with defeat in the Cup Final 2-0 to Maidenhead

United at Dorking, ensured that the club got neither, only finishing fourth. However in 1960, they finally got their hands on the Shield with a 2-0 revenge win over Maidenhead United at Vale Farm, home of Wembley F.C. This was the last season with the club for veteran Ernie Watkins, who had played for the club for fifteen seasons since the end of the war. He would go on to play for eight more years at Banstead Athletic before retiring in 1968 aged 47!

In 1960 the club changed its name once again to Epsom & Ewell F.C. This was not because of any merger with Ewell & Stoneleigh as is often quoted, because they had folded in 1938! It was an attempt to increase support across the whole of the Borough. In 1963 the Corinthian League merged with the Athenian and Delphian Leagues, and the club were placed in Division One of the new structure, but the sixties was full of poor results and relegation was the result in 1965. Despite a string of managers, most notably ex-Leyton Orient winger Jimmy Simth, and Tony Williams, now famous for his creation of the F.A. Yearbooks, the club’s fortunes did not improve significantly, and further relegations were avoided in the early seventies by the benefit of re-election. However in 1973, despite “improving” to finish second from bottom, the Athenian League finally ran out of patience and cut them loose. This was unfortunate timing as the club had just cleared all of its debts, and in addition to a virtually new Committee, former Fulham player Pat O’Connell took over the reins. The Surrey Senior League took the club in at the last minute, and the new squad, including young striker Tommy Tuite, won the League Cup and the following season the club achieved their second Surrey Senior League “double”. However, season 1974/75 would always be remembered for reaching the Final of the inaugural F.A. Vase, where 9,500 saw the Blues edged out 2-1 by Hoddesdon Town at Wembley Stadium. The Athenian League welcomed them back, and despite losing Trevor Lee and Phil Walker to Millwall in November 1975 promotion was achieved, and the next season the club reached the Athenian League Cup Final, losing 1-0 at Chalfont St Peter.

In season 1977/78 many clubs were invited to join the expanding Isthmian League, and Epsom & Ewell were placed in the new Division Two. Their first match under floodlights followed against Met Police, and the Championship was clinched the following April with the Police as runners-up. In 1979/80 the club won the Southern Combination Cup 7-2 at Hampton, where the hosts were blitzed by five goals from Tuite. The following season a new clubhouse opened, and the club finally won the Surrey Senior Cup, defeating Woking 2-1 at Tooting & Mitcham. The club just missed out on promotion to the Premier Division that season, but in 1983/84 the club clinched promotion as runners-up, although this time they were defeated in the Surrey Senior Cup Final, 4-0 by Sutton United at Imber Court.

With Adrian Hill as manager since 1982, the club survived comfortably in its first season at the new level, but Hill’s departure to Croydon in 1985 started a decline. Much of the squad also left with Hill, and new manager Alan Webb had too much to do. The club was relegated, and following Webb’s departure in 1986, player manager Ricky Kidd nearly but not quite saved the club from its second straight relegation. Adrian Hill replaced Ricky Kidd for a second spell at the helm in 1990, but the club were placed in the new Division Three in 1991 after league reorganisation.  

In 1993 the club left West Street and moved in as tenants of Banstead Athletic and the decade was largely one of frustration, although the Final of the Associate Members Trophy was reached, where Bedford Town edged them out 2-0 at Hendon’s old Claremont Road ground.

In 2002 Adrian Hill took the Blues back up to Division 1 South, where they topped the table for a month, eventually finishing 9th, but Hill’s retirement at the end of the season led to relegation the following season, Two seasons in Division 2 followed before it was disbanded in the latest F.A. reorganisation, and they now compete in the Combined Counties League Premier Division under the guidance of manager Lyndon Buckwell, a former player at the club. Lyndon has been here since October 2006, and his first full season (2007/08) resulted in our first top ten finish since 2003. In 2008/09 the team exceeded this achievement and finished in fourth place after heading the table for the first few months of the season.  In 2009/10 the club recovered from a slow start to finish fifth and also reached the last 32 of the F.A.Vase for the first time in 21 years, bowing out 3-2 in Northamptonshire to Long Buckby. In April of 2010 the club terminated their seventeen-year ground sharing agreement with Banstead Athletic and are now in their second season at Merstham F.C. Meanwhile, the search continues for a new ground back in the Borough………




	Club Statistical History

	Full Club Historical Record (including Egham loss on Saturday): 

League: Played: 2,655, Won: 1,066, Drawn: 508, Lost: 1,075, Abandoned: 6 

For: 4,840, Against: 4,758, Goal Difference: plus 82
Other: Played: 1,052, Won: 501, Drawn: 120, Lost: 430, Abandoned: 1
For: 2,301, Against: 1,965, Goal Difference: plus 336
Total: Played 3,707, Won: 1,567, Drawn: 628, Lost: 1,505, Abandoned: 7

For: 7,141, Against: 6,723, Goal Difference: plus 418

First Senior Match: 30th August 1924. 

Lost 1-3 v Dorking at our home ground at the time of Horton Hospital Grounds.

First Match Programme Issued: 15th September 1923. 

Won 4-0 v West Norwood Reserves - Friendly match at Horton Hospital Grounds.

Number of Grounds: Five. 

Alexandra Recreation Ground 1918-1922, Horton Hospital Grounds 1922-1925, 

West Street 1925-1993, Merland Rise 1993-2010, Moatside 2010 - present.

Record Win: 12th October 1935. 

13-1 v Reigate Priory at West Street in the Amateur Cup.

Record Defeat: 14th February 1948. 

14-0 at Chelmsford City Reserves in the London League.

Longest Serving Manager:    1) Adrian Hill                 1982-1985 and 1990-2003

                                                 2) Pat O’Connell         1973-1982 

                                                 3) Lyndon Buckwell     2006-present

                                                 4) Ricky Kidd                1986-1990

Record Appearances:          1) Graham Morris  658   1990-2004

                                                 2) Nigel Bennett    630   1989-2005

                                                 3) Tommy Tuite      582   1973-1987

Record Goalscorers:             1) Tommy Tuite      391   1973-1987

                                                 2) Reg Marlow       254   1924-1936

                                                 3) Jimmy Jones     148   1933-1945

Most Appearances in a season: Tony Coombe and Tommy Tuite - 59 in 1980/81. 

Most goals in a season: Reg Marlow  - 65 (at least) in 39 appearances in 1926/27
Senior League Titles: 6 - 1925/26 Surrey Senior League - 1926/27 Surrey Senior League - 1927/28 London League - 1939/40 Surrey Combination (war time emergency League) - 1974/75 Surrey Senior League - 1977/78 Isthmian League Division Two

Club Record against Sutton United:

Isthmian League:                         Played 4:       W0 D1 L3      F8 A12 

F.A. Cup                                        Played 5:       W2 D1 L2      F8 A8

Amateur Cup                               Played 4:       W1 D0 L3      F7 A7

Surrey Senior Cup                        Played 10:     W3 D2 L5      F10 A21

Surrey Senior (Charity) Shield     Played 4:       W1 D0 L3      F9 A16

Friendlies                                       Played 10:     W2 D2 L6      F16 A28




	Scouting the Opponent – Sutton United

	Following their promotion back up to Step Two last season, Sutton have probably exceeded their expectations so far as they sit within striking distance of their second consecutive league title.

Throw in an F.A.Cup run and it is to be hoped that our visitors do not take this match quite so seriously, coming probably third on their list of priorities right now.

Sutton have won the Surrey Senior Cup on fifteen occasions. In fact they won it so frequently in the eighties that myself and a friend started calling it the Sutton Benevolent Cup, which was then “adopted” by a couple of football magazines back then, who claimed it as their own invention.

Here is the current Blue Square Bet Conference South table.




	Blue Square Bet Conference South Table

	inc Saturday 3rd December
	P
	W
	D
	L
	F
	A
	Pts
	GD

	Woking
	19
	14
	4
	1
	44
	14
	46
	+30

	Welling United
	19
	12
	4
	3
	43
	26
	40
	+17

	Dartford
	18
	11
	4
	3
	38
	21
	37
	+17

	Sutton United
	17
	10
	4
	3
	33
	16
	34
	+17

	Chelmsford
	18
	8
	8
	2
	34
	17
	32
	+17

	Basingstoke Town
	17
	8
	6
	3
	32
	21
	30
	+11

	Dorchester
	21
	9
	2
	10
	26
	30
	29
	-4

	Dover
	19
	7
	7
	5
	27
	21
	28
	+6

	Weston-super-Mare
	19
	8
	4
	7
	34
	32
	28
	+2

	Tonbridge Angels
	20
	8
	4
	8
	35
	38
	28
	-3

	Boreham Wood
	19
	8
	4
	7
	23
	26
	28
	-3

	Truro City
	18
	8
	1
	9
	31
	33
	25
	-2

	Eastbourne Borough
	18
	7
	3
	8
	32
	30
	24
	+2

	Eastleigh
	19
	7
	3
	9
	24
	31
	24
	-7

	Havant & Waterlooville
	19
	5
	6
	8
	32
	32
	21
	0

	Salisbury City
	17
	5
	4
	8
	24
	29
	19
	-5

	Farnborough
	19
	5
	4
	10
	25
	44
	19
	-19

	Bromley
	18
	5
	3
	10
	27
	39
	18
	-12

	Maidenhead United
	20
	5
	3
	12
	24
	44
	18
	-20

	Hampton & Richmond
	19
	4
	4
	11
	23
	33
	16
	-10

	Staines Town
	19
	3
	5
	11
	21
	30
	14
	-9

	Thurrock
	18
	3
	3
	12
	17
	42
	12
	-25



	Sutton United – History

	Sutton United FC was formed on 5 March 1898 when a meeting of two leading local clubs, Sutton Association and Sutton Guild Rovers, decided that they should join forces. The amber and chocolate colours of Sutton Association were retained, along with both clubs' grounds, and the United club's first game was against Norwood & Selhurst FC. 

With two grounds available Sutton fielded three teams in the Herald and Surrey Junior Leagues, but the loss of Western Road after a year led to the disbanding of the third team. The Senior side's first honour came in the form of the Herald Junior Cup in 1902, the first of three successive triumphs in that competition.

In 1910 Sutton assumed Senior status and joined the Southern Suburban League, and it was during the next decade that the club gained use of their present home in Gander Green Lane.
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After finishing as Southern Suburban League runners-up in 1920 they were elected to the Athenian League at the end of the following season, and celebrated by twice winning the Surrey Senior Shield. League form was more uncertain, and in 1926 U's had to seek re-election, but were successful and recovered to win the Championship just two years later. Over the next decade Sutton established themselves as a force in the amateur game, twice reaching the FA Amateur Cup semi-finals, although on the first occasion they were expelled from the competition after fielding two players who had played Sunday football and were therefore ineligible.

Football carried on in a reduced format during World War Two, and Sutton gathered a momentum that stood them in good stead when the Athenian League resumed in 1945. With centre forward Charlie Vaughan scoring 68 goals, 42 in the league, they were Champions for a second time as well as winning a first Surrey Senior Cup and also featuring for the first time in the FA Cup 1st round proper, although Walthamstow inflicted a heavy defeat. The following season they were denied another Championship triumph only by Barnet's superior goal average.

Although not among the club's most successful years on the pitch, the 1950s saw great progress off it, with the club becoming a limited company in 1953 and a large new stand constructed. In 1958 the Sutton team matched this progress by regaining the Athenian League title and winning the London Senior Cup for the first time, and five years later they made their first appearance at Wembley in the Amateur Cup final, losing 4-2 to South London rivals Wimbledon.

The clubs became league rivals the following season as Sutton were one of four clubs elected to the Isthmian League, and after another Surrey Senior Cup success in 1965 U's were league champions in 1967 and runners-up a year later. This was one of the club's most memorable spells and continued with another albeit unsuccessful Amateur Cup final appearance in 1969 and national fame the following year when FA Cup victories over Dagenham, Barnet and Hillingdon saw them reach the 4th round and be rewarded with a home tie against Leeds United, then the top side in the country, who won 6-0 in front of a record 14,000 crowd. League runners-up again in 1971, U's also lifted the County Cup on two more occasions during this period.

The 1970s saw Sutton unable to maintain this form, not helped by a rapid turnover of managers after the departure of Sid Cann, who had presided over these achievements, but the appointment of former player Keith Blunt in 1977 steadied the ship and two years later U's created history by becoming the first and only English winners of the Anglo-Italian semi-professional tournament. His departure to top Swedish club Malmo saw assistant Barrie Williams step up to take over and he guided the club through a period which saw them at their highest ever level. 

Only a penalty shootout defeat prevented them retaining the Anglo Italian cup, and in 1981 they were back at Wembley, although a late goal condemned them to a third defeat, this time against Bishop's Stortford in the FA Trophy final. The following season they were league runners-up, and also reached the FA Cup 2nd round, unluckily losing to a last minute goal at Swindon, while 1983 saw them win the Surrey Senior, London Senior and Hitachi Cups. Only the London Senior was not retained, and the Surrey Senior Cup remained in U's possession for a record six consecutive seasons.

In 1985 Sutton again won the Isthmian League, but problems connected with the ground prevented the club from seeking promotion. These problems were solved, though, so that when they retained the title in 1986 they took their place in the GM Vauxhall Conference.

During their five year first spell in the Conference U's hit the headlines with their FA Cup exploits. In the 1987-88 season they recorded their first win over Football League opposition, beating Aldershot 3-0 and then winning at Peterborough before going out after extra time in a third round replay at Middlesbrough. 

A year later they again reached the third round and their 2-1 win over Coventry remains the last instance of a side from outside the Football League beating one from the top flight of English football. Sutton also seemed established as a Conference side but in 1991, having recorded a record Conference away win of 9-0 at Gateshead, they picked up just one point from their last eight games and were relegated for the first time in their history.

Although often around the top of the Isthmian League U's could not realise their hopes of an immediate return, and it was in cup football that they enjoyed more success. In 1992-93 they reached the FA Trophy semi-finals, and another F A Cup run in 1993-94 produced victories over Colchester and Torquay before a narrow defeat at Notts County. There were also two triumphs in the Surrey Senior Cup and one in the Isthmian Full Members' Cup. 

The appointment in 1996 of the management team of John and Tony Rains, with over 1400 appearances for the club between them, saw a renewed assault on the Championship, and after twice finishing third they realised Sutton's ambition of returning to the Conference in 1999, finishing eleven points clear of long time leaders Aylesbury after a run of 13 wins and 3 draws in 17 games. The Surrey Senior Cup was also impressively regained, U's five games in the competition yielding 24 goals for the concession of just two.

Unfortunately U's found the gap to the Conference too wide to bridge, and seven consecutive defeats at the end of the campaign saw them finish bottom, but relief was provided in the FA Trophy where they beat three Conference clubs, including two of the eventual top six, to reach the semi-finals where their hopes were comprehensively dashed by ultimate winners Kingstonian. 

In their first two seasons since rejoining Ryman League ranks Sutton failed to mount a serious promotion challenge, but developed a strong youth team that reached the third round of the FA Youth Cup in 2001. Several members of that side featured in the first team the following season as Sutton figured in the upper reaches of the table for much of the time before finishing 6th and rounding off the season by beating Kingstonian in the Surrey Senior Cup final. 

After an uncertain start to the following season saw U’s near the relegation zone, a superb second half to the campaign, in which they were beaten just three times in the league after October and took 28 points from their last ten games, culminated in a 5-0 win at Basingstoke which clinched runners-up spot. They were unable to retain the Surrey Senior Cup, however, losing narrowly in the final against Woking.

That form inevitably attracted the attention of other clubs, and five of the squad left to begin the following season with clubs in the National Conference division, with midfielder Nick Bailey, a member of the successful youth side two seasons earlier, going on to help Barnet to the Conference title and play an important part in their Football League return. He then moved to Southend three seasons ago for a £175,000 fee, and then to the Championship with Charlton, where although the club was relegated he was voted Player of the Year in 2009, and at the start of last season he commanded a £1.4 million fee when joining Middlesbrough. 

The need to rebuild the side resulted in U’s struggling to make an impact in Nationwide South, with the relegation zone often too close for comfort as excellent away performances failed to be matched at home, but ultimately U’s did enough to avoid the drop. Encouragement came with the success of the youth team, who reached the second round of the FA Youth Cup, beating Southend before going out to a Bristol City side whose regular league opponents included Arsenal, Tottenham and Chelsea. The side also contributed the majority of the reserve squad that won the Suburban League, remaining unbeaten after the first Saturday of December. 

The next two seasons saw U’s continue to consolidate their place in what is now the Blue Square

South Division, with John Rains standing down as manager in March 2006 after ten years in charge and Ian Hazel taking over, but a poor start to the 2007-2008 season saw U’s bottom of the table at the beginning of October, and he resigned to be replaced by Ernie Howe, the former Fulham, QPR and Portsmouth defender who had twelve successful years in charge of Basingstoke between 1994 and 2006. 

After hinting at a revival either side of Christmas, however, fortunes remained low and after Sutton had been condemned to a relegation position at the end of March a second change of management saw Jimmy Dack, a midfielder in the championship winning side of 1999, take over. Despite a promising end to the season he decided against taking the job on a permanent basis, and Paul Doswell, who had achieved great success with Eastleigh in recent seasons, was appointed in the middle of May 2008. 

With a much changed squad, he enjoyed immediate success when he guided U’s to the 1st round of the FA Cup for the first time since 1995, and a place in the Ryman League play-offs, where Staines Town proved too strong in the semi finals. The following season U’s repeated both feats, going out at Hereford in the FA Cup and losing to Kingstonian in the playoffs, and they were also beaten finalists in the Surrey Senior Cup. 

At the third time of asking, however, Paul Doswell guided Sutton to the championship last season, U’s hitting the top of the table in early November and clinching the title with three matches to spare after a 2-1 win against Hastings was followed 24 hours later by a defeat for closest challengers Bury Town against Cray.

This season U’s have reached the second round of the FA Cup for the first time since 1995 and a run of nine games unbeaten in Blue Square Bet South saw them climb to second place in the table at the end of October.

The youth team has continued to impress over recent seasons, completing a calendar year without defeat between September 2007 and 2008 and winning the Central Division of the Ryman Youth League title two seasons ago, and continuing to feed players in to the Senior side. 

The success of Nick Bailey has continued the tradition that Sutton have had in recent years for producing players who would play in the Football League and Premiership, with the most notable being former Norwich, Wimbledon and Sheffield Wednesday striker Efan Ekoku, who originally left Sutton for Bournemouth in 1990 and was a member of Nigeria's World Cup squad four years later.

Andy Barnes (Crystal Palace), Stuart Massey (Crystal Palace and Oxford), Ollie Morah (Cambridge United) and Mark Watson (West Ham) were all signed from Sutton, while other players who began their career at Gander Green Lane are Paul Rogers, who went on to play for Sheffield United, Wigan and Brighton, Andy Scott, who played for Sheffield United, Brentford, Oxford and Leyton Orient and is currently manager of Rotherham, and brother Rob Scott, who also played for Sheffield United before spending several seasons at Rotherham and has more recently played for Oldham and Macclesfield before going in to management with Ilkeston, Boston and now Grimsby. 

The trend continued in July 2000 when Brentford signed midfielder Ed Hutchinson, a graduate of U’s youth team who had established himself in the Conference squad as a 17 year old and was a regular in the Brentford side for several seasons, while his twin brother Tom, with Sutton as a youth team player, has played for Dundee in the Scottish Premier League. 

At the start of the 2007-2008 season Dagenham & Redbridge, newly promoted to the Football League, signed striker Jon Nurse, who had begun his Senior career with Sutton before joining Stevenage, and he has represented Barbados in the World Cup qualifying competition, and also scored for Dagenham in the 2010 League Two play-off final at Wembley and also in the last minute on Saturday to keep them in the F.A.Cup against Walsall. 

Another former Sutton player, Solomon Taiwo, was a team-mate of Nurse’s at Dagenham before joining Cardiff, and two seasons ago striker Stefan Payne, who was signed from Croydon and scored seven goals in his first eight games including a hat trick on his debut against Margate, signed for Fulham, He has subsequently joined Gillingham, while Charlie Taylor, a member of the U’s squad two seasons ago, joined Barnet last September.
 



	Sutton United – Player Profiles

	PAUL DOSWELL, manager: Appointed in May 2008, he joined the club after enjoying great success with Eastleigh, with whom he gained three consecutive promotions to guide them from the Wessex League to Blue Square South, and guided Sutton back to that level last season. His achievements won him the BBC South Sports Personality of the Year award in 2006.

Joined the club last season in the role of chief scout, and was appointed assistant manager in the summer after the departure of Steve West. He has previously managed Worthing, Leyton and Enfield Town.

ALAN PAYNE, assistant manager. Joined the club three seasons ago in the role of chief scout, and was appointed assistant manager before the start of the following season after the departure of Steve West. He has previously managed Worthing, Leyton and Enfield Town.

PAUL TELFER, player/coach. Joined the coaching staff in the summer after a playing career in which he made over 550 professional appearances with Luton, Coventry, Southampton, Celtic, Bournemouth and Leeds. The holder of a Scottish international cap, he played for Southampton in the 2003 FA Cup Final and won two Scottish Championship winners’ medals at Celtic, and made his playing debut for Sutton at the end of August, two months short of his 40th birthday.

STEVE McKIMM, player/coach. Signed in May 2008 from Margate, where he had held the player/coach position in the previous season, his second with the club, and finished the campaign as caretaker-manager after the departure of Robin Trott. A 32-year-old midfielder who previously had five years with Gravesend, winning a Ryman championship medal in 2002, he was briefly joint caretaker-manager at Stonebridge Road in 2005. He also includes Kingstonian, Farnborough, Hayes and Dulwich among his previous clubs, and made his 100th appearance for Sutton in November.

HARRY BEAUTYMAN. Attacking midfield player who was signed in August and who scored eight minutes in to his debut at Tonbridge. Previously with Leyton Orient, where he was reserve team captain, he spent part of last season on loan at Hastings.

ALAN BRAY. A left sided defender who made his senior debut midway through the 2006-2007 season having graduated through the reserve team, and made his 150th appearance early last season before suffering a serious knee injury that sidelined him for much of the rest of the season. He won the Ralph Carr award for Young Player of the Year in 2007, was the inaugural winner of the Players' Player of the Year award the following season and took the Supporters’ Club trophy in 2010. 

SIMON DOWNER. Centre back who rejoined Sutton before the start of last season after initially having a short spell during the 2008-09 season, prior to spending a year and a half with Rushden & Diamonds, for whom he was a regular in the Conference. He began his career with Leyton Orient, making 80 Football League appearances, and has also played for Aldershot, Gray and Weymouth.

CRAIG DUNDAS. Powerfully built striker who rejoined the club in the summer of 2010 after a season with Hampton & Richmond, and who made his 150th appearance early this season. First signed from Carshalton in November 2007, having previously played for Dulwich and Croydon, he ended that season being voted Player of the Year by the Football Club and Supporters' Club, and won the Football Club award again last season as well as being voted Players’ Player of the Year.

KARIM EL-SALAHI. Tall centre back signed in June 2008 from Eastleigh, although he had a spell on loan at Sutton the previous season, he won the Football Club Player of the Year and Players’ Player of the Year awards in his first season, and made his 150th appearance in February. He was appointed captain early last season. Formerly with Crystal Palace, he has also played at Blue Square Premier level for Woking.

LEROY GRIFFITHS. Experienced striker who was signed at the end of January from Staines, where he had been since summer 2008, helping them to promotion at the end of his first full season. Originally in Sutton’s reserves in the mid 1990s, he came to prominence with Hampton, from where he joined QPR and made 37 first team appearances. Subsequent clubs included Farnborough, Fisher, Gray and Lewes, and following a second spell in the Football League with Gillingham he had a brief stay at Eastleigh before joining Staines. His four goals in this season’s FA Cup win against Dulwich earned him the Budweiser Player of the Round award for the 2nd qualifying round.

NEIL JENKINS. Left back signed in the summer from Eastbourne Borough, for whom he made nearly 200 appearances in five years and was a member of the side that won promotion to the Premier Division in 2008. He has also played for Southend and Crawley, and joined Sutton some 20 years after elder brother Mark played for the club at Conference level. Recently had a loan spell at Kingstonian after suffering a pre-season injury.

TOMMY KAVANAGH. Midfield player who established himself as a regular in the first team squad last season after impressing at youth and reserve level for the past two years, and who finished the season being voted Young Player of the Year.

JOEL LEDGISTER. Attacking midfield player signed in September having most recently been with Carshalton, who he joined at the start of last season. Originally a trainee with Southend, he has also played for Oxford and Woking and had loan spells with Ebbsfleet and Hayes & Yeading. He is currently on loan at Hampton & Richmond Borough

ROMONE McCRAE. Tall midfielder who joined the club in the close season after being released by Peterborough, for whom he made two senior appearances. He had a spell on loan with Histon from Peterborough last season, and has been on loan at Kingstonian this term.

KARL MURRAY. Midfielder signed in September 2010 from Carshalton, although he had a brief spell on loan at Sutton three years ago. He began his career with

Shrewsbury, for whom he made over 100 appearances, and then also made over 100 appearances for Woking, playing in the 2006 FA Trophy final. He has also played for Eastleigh, Grays and Bromley.

FOLA ORILONISHE. Winger signed at the start of last season after three years with Thurrock. Previously with Waltham Forest

SAM PAGE. Commanding centre back who is in his second season with the club after being signed from Horsham, where he had been captain, a role he has also filled at Sutton recently in the absence of the injured Karim El-Salahi. Previously with MK Dons, for whom he made two first team appearances.

CHRIS PIPER. Versatile midfield player who joined the club in August after helping Tonbridge to promotion last season, his second successive promotion after helping Croydon Athletic in to the Ryman League Premier Division the previous season. He began his career with Charlton and has also played for Farnborough, Dagenham & Redbridge, Fisher and Braintree.

ANTHONY RIVIERE. Highly rated midfielder signed in the summer after four seasons with Eastleigh. He has previously played for Faversham and Welling.

KEVIN SCRIVEN. Goalkeeper signed in summer 2009 after two seasons with Havant & Waterlooville, for whom he played in the FA Cup run that saw them beat Swansea before playing Liverpool at Anfield. He previously made 100 appearances for Farnborough. Voted Player of the Year two seasons ago, he received the Supporters’ Club and Junior Strikers’ Club awards last season, and made his 100th appearance for the club in February.

WAYNE SHAW. Experienced goalkeeper who joined the club as goalkeeping coach two seasons ago and who has deputised for Kevin Scriven on several occasions. Previously with Eastleigh, he also includes Basingstoke and Totton among his former clubs.

TONY TAGGART. A left sided midfielder signed in the summer from Eastleigh, who he had rejoined midway through last season after a brief spell in the Blue Square Premier with Newport. He first joined Eastleigh in July 2008 from Havant & Waterlooville, and has also played for Weymouth, Farnborough and Barnet.

CRAIG WATKINS. Pacy striker who began his fourth spell with the club when he joined in the summer having helped Metropolitan Police to promotion to the Ryman League Premier Division, and celebrated his 100th appearance for Sutton with the winning goal against Kettering in the FA Cup first round. First signed in 2004 from Epsom and Ewell, he finished his first season with U’s as leading scorer before moving to Exeter City early the following season. He had a brief spell back at Sutton on loan before joining Havant in March 2006, then rejoined U's for a brief spell at the start of the 2007-08 season. He has subsequently also played for Woking and Hayes & Yeading.

BRADLEY WOODS-GARNESS Striker who was briefly with Sutton during the pre-season fixtures four seasons ago before joining Billericay, where he was among the Ryman League’s leading scorers. He had a spell at Dartford two seasons ago before joining U’s in June 2009, and finished last season's promotion campaign as the leading scorer. A former Chelsea junior and England youth international, he has also played for Farnborough.
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	Alan Carter’s 9 at Half Time – Quiz 12
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Al’s 9 at half time – Quiz 12 

For those of you looking for something to do whilst you sip your half time “cuppa” and wait for the action to resume why not have a go at my 9 at half time quiz? 

Even if you don’t know the answers at least you’ll end up with a juicy tit bit to tell your mates down the pub.

1. What decade was the crossbar introduced in Football? 

2. Who was England's football manager in the 1970 World Cup? 

3. Who was the first player transferred for over £10m between English clubs? 
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4. Which current Combined Counties Premier League side plays their home games at Young's Drive (pictured left)? 

5. In the Combined Counties League Premier Division last season Epsom and Ewell’s lowest attendances was 21 away and 29 at home. Both games were against the same team. Who was it? 

6. Where was the 1978 World Cup held? 

7. What did each of these players win between 1996 and 2000: Matthias Sammer, Ronaldo, Zinedine Zedane, Rivaldo, and Luis Figo? 

8. Current Combined Counties Premier League side Dorking FC was founded in 1880 (and say they are the second oldest club in Surrey, even if they’re not – Ed!). Who is Surrey's oldest football club? 

9. There is only one team out of the 4 divisions in England and the 4 divisions in Scotland that have a 'j' in their name. Name them? 

                                                  Answers on page 75 – I got all 9 – Smug Ed!





	The Editorial Team

	Steve Davies 

Steve has been supporting the club for many years, starting out with occasional games in the 1973/74 season. He had a spell away with Eastbourne United, where he became Treasurer and Chairman while they were in the Isthmian League, but returned to the Blues in the mid-nineties and has been a regular ever since.

Steve Dyke
Steve has been a supporter for almost as long, following his father and long-term supporter, Wally up to West Street. With exception of his student years, he has been a regular since 1974/75, and recalls his first real memory being at Wembley for the F.A.Vase Final against Hoddesdon.

Alan Carter

A newer recruit, having supported the club since 2008 along with his son Jimmy and daughter Louise. He started by going to both Epsom and Banstead home games, before eventually seeing sense and watching us! Before then he was a Wimbledon season ticket holder from 1995-2002 before their move.
Richard Lambert – Editor
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[image: image23.jpg]The Sutton Usited and Epsom Teams lined up, when a two minutes silence was obssrved,
before the start of Saturday’s match.
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Richard has just passed his thirty-year mark as a supporter, and went for over thirteen years without missing a game between 1982 – 1995. Has instigated various fund-raising initiatives over the years including three sponsored walks. Rarely misses a game nowadays and is also the main contributor to the new club website, but would appreciate some help! Now in his fourth season as Programme Editor, having inherited the job in 2008, he faces the challenge of following up last year’s award winning issues. Is also Club Historian and was responsible for Two Legs Not Four, a 350 page club History that is now sold out and very rare.

If anyone else wishes to add ANYTHING to the programme, or even wishes to write a regular column, we are interested. Please let me know either at a game, or by email on richard.c.lambert@virgin.net



	Chris Henry 1958 - 2004

	On Tuesday July 13th 2004, the club lost one of its long-term supporters at the tragically young age of 46. 

Chris Henry was well known to anyone that regularly attended Epsom matches in the past.  He once told me that his first game was a 0-0 draw against Marlow at West Street on 25th January 1969, when he was only 11. 

In those days, a 0-0 draw was looked on as a positive result, as the team was to go through some very dark days before its resurgence and subsequent Wembley appearance in 1975. 
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However, Chris stuck with it, supporting the club home and away throughout the bad times.  Although there are older supporters who had been watching the club from an earlier date, there was no one else in my opinion that had seen as many first team games at the time as Chris had, only missing three or four a season at most during his long association with the club.

I first met Chris in 1982.  Both John Steinmetz and myself had started attending some of the away games on a regular basis in our first season watching the club.  Standing behind the goal at Wembley on 27th February 1982 we met up with both Chris and Gary Vickers, and started to attend as many games as possible, usually taking a football with us.  

Myself, John and Gary would kick around in a nearby park, while Chris sat there watching, while listening to his radio!

He may sometimes have come across to those who didn’t know him as a quiet individual, but once you could get him talking about music or football, he was a changed person and would be much happier. He is in a happier place now, and we all still miss him.

Richard 




	Epsom & Ewell on YouTube

	Back by popular demand! Well, one person mentioned it! 

Some of you may be aware that clips of our games appear occasionally on YouTube at present. If you are not familiar with YouTube, don’t worry; it is acceptable to admit this if you are over forty! Clubs like Molesey and Horley often carry clips of their games, so I thought I’d do a bit of research to see how often we have been filmed. 
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And this is what I found: Just copy the web address in and away you go. If I find any more I’ll let you know. 

Happy viewing! 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uew-Vx7-q7k 

Epsom & E 1-4 Slough Town August 2003 (not the greatest quality) http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bklC32K-gho 

Epsom & E 3-0 Redhill (Surrey Senior Cup) 21/01/09 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AdGNeoQwgLM 

Epsom & E 0-1 Molesey 17/10/09 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3pCYSmM_jb4 

Horley Town 0-6 Epsom & E 24/10/09 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OMXs1YdxjHQ 

Epsom & E 2-0 Horley Town 28/11/09 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hWOXIJDSji4 

Dorking 0-5 Epsom & E 09/02/10 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4EP6Nn1I9TQ 

Epsom & Ewell 1-1 Mole Valley SCR 21/08/10 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qhy3-UyC54Q 

Egham Town 3-1 Epsom & Ewell 04/09/10 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mCZfDRWF6i8
Molesey 3-0 Epsom & Ewell 22/01/11

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SqdeS269aN0
Epsom & Ewell 3-2 Croydon 08/02/11

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7O9VPJsdco4
Epsom & Ewell 2-1 Horley Town 22/03/11

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Alq7MX7Fbj4
Horley Town 0-2 Epsom & Ewell 16/04/11

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zMbosAeSZCo
Epsom & Ewell 0-2 Horley Town 25/10/11

In addition to that lot there is a DVD available showing our F.A.Cup defeat at Hythe Town, and there is also a DVD now available showing our last ever League match at West Street in 1993 against Aldershot Town. Just ask if you want a copy (£10). 

Going further back we also have: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k65MEonAZzs 

Inter Cardiff Ladies v Epsom & Ewell Ladies FA Cup 90's (Welsh version) 

At a slight tangent to the above, I also found a link to footage of a punch up in an F.A. Youth Cup tie at Burgess Hill from a few years back! 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ENIEreY6HQ



	Southern Youth League Table

	inc Thursday 1st December
	P
	W
	D
	L
	F
	A
	Pts
	GD

	Egham Town
	8
	7
	0
	1
	26
	11
	21
	+15

	Epsom & Ewell
	9
	7
	0
	2
	26
	16
	21
	+10

	Hanworth Villa
	10
	5
	2
	3
	38
	27
	17
	+11

	Leatherhead
	10
	5
	1
	4
	24
	19
	16
	+5

	Balham Blazers
	6
	4
	0
	2
	22
	10
	12
	+12

	Molesey
	7
	3
	2
	2
	15
	16
	11
	-1

	Bedfont Sports
	8
	3
	1
	4
	22
	21
	10
	+1

	St. Andrews
	10
	2
	1
	7
	14
	42
	7
	-28

	Westfield
	6
	2
	0
	4
	12
	14
	6
	-2

	Cobham
	8
	1
	2
	5
	18
	29
	5
	-11

	Colliers Wood Utd
	6
	0
	1
	5
	8
	20
	1
	-12


	Youth Team Fixtures / Results 2011/12

	All HOME games to be played at Grand Drive, home of Raynes Park Vale F.C.

	1
	05/09/11
	Thur
	ST ANDREWS
	SYL
	1-2
	Matheson

	2
	08/09/11
	Mon
	Horsham
	FAYC

PR
	2-1
	Smith (pen), Matheson

	3
	12/09/11
	Mon
	BALHAM BLAZERS
	SYL
	3-2
	Matheson, Smith (pen), Nadesan

	4
	26/09/11
	Mon
	COBHAM
	SYL
	4-0
	Jones, Matheson, Nadesan, Boyden

	5
	29/09/11
	Thur
	Colliers Wood United
	SYL
	3-2
	Matheson, Boyden, Bough

	6
	05/10/11
	Wed
	Lancing
	FAYC

2q
	9-0
	Smith (2, 1 pen), Bryant, Nadesan, Best, Jones, Matheson, Nevin (2) 

	7
	10/10/11
	Mon
	Egham Town
	SMFC 1
	0-3
	

	8
	17/10/11
	Mon
	EBBSFLEET UNITED
	FAYC 3q
	2-3+
	Jones, Smith

	9
	24/10/11
	Mon
	Guildford City
	SYLC 2
	3-2
	 Jones (2), Best

	10
	02/11/11
	Wed
	Bedfont Sports
	SYL
	5-2
	Jones (2), Nevin (2), Best

	11
	07/11/11
	Mon
	LEATHERHEAD
	SYL
	2-0
	Jones, Smith

	12
	10/11/11
	Thur
	Crawley Down
	SYLC 3
	1-0
	Nevin

	13
	17/11/12
	Thur
	St Andrews
	SYL
	5-2
	Nevin (2), Achkar, 

Jones, Smith

	14
	21/11/11
	Mon
	EGHAM TOWN
	SYL
	1-5
	Jones

	15
	01/12/11
	Thur
	Leatherhead
	SYL
	2-1
	??

	16
	05/12/11
	Mon
	EGHAM TOWN
	SYLC

QF
	
	

	17
	15/12/11
	Thur
	Hanworth Villa
	SYL
	
	

	18
	12/01/12
	Thur
	Cobham
	SYL
	
	

	19
	16/01/12
	Mon
	COLLIERS WOOD UNITED
	SYL
	
	

	20
	30/01/12
	Mon
	HANWORTH VILLA
	SYL
	
	

	21
	09/02/12
	Thur
	Balham Blazers
	SYL
	
	@ Colliers Wood United

	22
	13/02/12
	Mon
	WESTFIELD
	SYL
	
	

	23
	22/02/12
	Wed
	Molesey
	SYL
	
	

	24
	27/02/12
	Mon
	BEDFONT SPORTS
	SYL
	
	

	25
	05/03/12
	Mon
	Egham Town
	SYL
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	tba
	
	Westfield
	SYL
	
	

	
	tba
	
	MOLESEY
	SYL
	
	

	
	tba
	
	Farnham Town
	GM 2
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	SYL - Southern Youth League                    FAYC - F.A. Youth Cup  

GM – Grant McLellan Youth Cup 

SYLC - Southern Youth League Cup            SMFC - Surrey Midweek Floodlit Cup


	Youth Team Summary

	Our Youth Team have come of age this season. 

Trevor Smith, aided by former First Team player Matt Chapman, have overseen an improvement in the team that was first made clear to the occasional supporters with their F.A. Youth Cup run this season.

Last season Lancing ended the run with a 5-0 win at Raynes Park, but this season we met the same opponents on a perfect surface down there and destroyed them 9-0.

Although the run ended in the Final Qualifying round to Ebbsfleet United, it must be remembered that their first team are actually FOUR divisions above ours, yet we even led them 2-0 before bowing out to the older, stronger team 3-2 in extra time.

Not only did our Youth team do well there, but we remain in the Southern Youth League Cup, where we were due to face a tricky home tie last night at home to Egham Town, a team that have already beaten us twice. If they could get through this, then they would have every chance of winning the Cup for the first time since the early nineties.

In the League, we slipped up in our first match of the season at home to St Andrews, but since then only Egham have stood in our way and the League title is still very much an option. 

It shouldn’t be forgotten that our Youth Team are very much what we would call “intermediate”, being made up largely of sixteen and seventeen year old players, so there could well be more to come. Why not come down and have a look?




	Southern Youth League Cup

	First Round

	Balham Blazers
	3-3+
	Three Bridges

	Balham Blazers won 3-0 on penalties

	Second Round

	Egham Town
	12-1
	Sandhurst Town

	Cove
	0-6
	Godalming Town

	Bedfont Sports
	9-2
	Horley Town

	Dorking
	2-0
	Leatherhead

	Hartley Wintney
	0-9
	Westfield

	Molesey
	6-0
	Farnham Town

	Cranleigh
	0-6
	Balham Blazers

	Eversley
	2-1
	Fleet Spurs

	Lingfield
	2-0
	Hanworth Villa

	Crowborough Athletic
	3-3+
	East Grinstead Town

	Crowborough Athletic won 3-2 on penalties

	Guildford City
	2-3
	Epsom & Ewell

	Lewisham Borough
	1-3
	Oakwood

	Colliers Wood United
	0-2
	St Andrews

	Ash United
	0-4
	Redhill

	Crawley Down
	2-1
	Cobham

	Frimley Green Elite
	1-2
	South Park

	Third Round

	Westfield
	2-3
	Oakwood

	Lingfield
	3-2
	Molesey

	Dorking
	3-2
	Balham Blazers

	Godalming Town
	0-2
	Egham Town

	Redhill
	2-1+
	Bedfont Sports

	Eversley
	6-3
	St Andrews

	Crawley Down
	0-1
	Epsom & Ewell

	Crowborough Athletic
	0-1
	South Park

	Quarter Finals

	Redhill
	7/12
	Eversley

	South Park
	8/12
	Lingfield

	Dorking
	7/12
	Oakwood

	Epsom & Ewell
	5/12
	Egham Town


	Youth Team Results Grid
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	Steve Davies

	My First Game (Part Two)

In part one I shared my memories of my first ever Epsom & Ewell game and also my first game watching another of the teams that I follow (though not as closely as the Salts), AP Leamington, now reformed as Leamington FC.
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I shall now move on to the South Coast as when I moved out of my parents house to live with my Grandmother in Eastbourne I followed Eastbourne United, starting out as a supporter, then becoming “kit boy” before elevating to Treasurer and finally Chairman/Treasurer.

My first United game actually came a couple of years before this when I was staying with my Gran one weekend and I decided to watch a game. Eastbourne Town were playing away but United were at home to Chalfont St Peter in the Athenian League Division Two. I sat in the main stand at Princes Park Oval, as it was not possible to stand close behind the goal due to the running track around the pitch, and watched United trail at half time and then concede a second midway through the second half when their goalkeeper, Chris Lamb, punched the ball into his own net as it was swung in from a corner. I did at least have a consolation goal to cheer as United reduced the arrears with a well-taken goal with about 10 minutes to go but they couldn’t rustle up an equalizer.

Whilst living in Eastbourne I also had a (short) spell following Brighton who were then in the equivalent of the Championship under Manager Chris Catlin. I saw a fair number of home game that season and travelled to Selhurst Park, Plymouth Argyle and a long trip to Boundary Park to see a 1-1 draw on the artificial surface that has long since been abandoned and replaced with grass. 

My first Brighton game was actually when they were still in the top tier when they hosted Malcolm Allison’s Manchester City on boxing day (Eastbourne United’s game was off due to a frozen pitch). It was thoroughly entertaining with the Seagulls winning comfortably 4-1.

In the early nineties I noticed that Third division Cambridge United had suddenly acquired a pretty fine group players. I backed this up by having a £10 wager on them winning the league and a £5 bet (at 200/1) on them lifting the FA Cup (Yeah, Right!). After winning 2-1 at St James’s Park (the Exeter one, not the Newcastle one!) they visited Fulham in the 2nd Round on a Friday night (very unusual in those days to have a Friday night FA Cup match). I went along to the game, stood with the “Barmy “Yarmy” behind the goal, saw no goals and received a thorough soaking as there was no

cover at the away end at Craven Cottage and it peed down all night!

Cambridge squeaked through 2-1 at the Abbey Stadium, which brought on a trip to Wolves and a 1-0 win at Molyneaux. Sheffield Wednesday were humiliated 4-0 at the Abbey Stadium and my 200/1 bet was still going strong with 15 minutes left in the Quarter Final as Cambridge were holding Arsenal at Highbury 1-1 following Dion Dublin’s equalizer. Sadly a Tony Adams header put Arsenal through to the semi- final where they would lose to Tottenham. However, I did pick up £120 as they clinched the 3rd division title with 86 points pipping Southend by a point. The next season a win at Ipswich put Cambridge top of Division Two but they couldn’t hold on to a promotion place. It was all downhill from then on!

Going back in time, we come to my first ever football match, which happened to be a match in the old First Division at Selhurst Park between Crystal Palace and Stoke City. Stoke were the first team that I supported as a child, mainly due to the fact that they had Gordon Banks as their goalkeeper and I was an aspiring (though pretty crap) goalie at school. My neighbour Phil Chapman who was a Palace supporter took me to the game and it was a cracker, (even though Stoke lost 3-2).

Finally, travelling back even further in my time machine we come to my first ever football game, which was a Subbuteo table Football game bought for me by my parents. I loved this game and played for hours and hours, usually operating both teams myself. I even entered the National Subbuteo Cup and I duly received a letter instructing me to go to the Youth club in the Wells Estate in Epsom. 

Luckily my opponent was as hapless as me and with three minutes remaining of the allotted 20 minutes for the game it was goalless with neither player creating any chances whatsoever. Then, a miracle, my adversary decided on a pass back to his keeper, which resulted in an own goal and a 1-0 final score. I reported my win to the organiser and my next game was against a 17 year old who refused to play against me. (I think he didn’t want to be shown up by losing to a 13 year old! – he obviously hadn’t witnessed my first round game).

This meant I was invited back the following week for the third round but I was matched up against a lad who was pretty competent and he wiped the floor with me, winning 8-0 (although I did manage to step on and break one of his players that he had accidentally flicked off the table!).  

So, over the years I have followed a fair number of teams. The full list (in chronological order) is; Stoke City, Epsom & Ewell, Olympiacos, Bristol City, Eastbourne Utd, Brighton, AP Leamington, Cambridge United & Leamington FC.   This does cushion the disappointment of, say, Epsom losing as when I return home and look up all the results I am slightly cheered by seeing that one or more of my other teams have won.




	Every Opponent A-Z

	Over the years we have played many, many different opponents. Exactly how many is a difficult question, as it all depends on your definition. Are Camberley & Yorktown different to Camberley Town, or are Epsom Town different to Epsom F.C. or Epsom & Ewell F.C.?

In my analysis I have classed them as the same team, and will work through them all from A to Z. Some we have played many times, whilst others we have met maybe just once or twice. Enjoy!

Eton Manor: - Played 17 - W5 D2 L10  - F33 A48 
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Points per Game - 1.00  - Poor

Eton Manor played in Temple Mills, which is just south of Leyton at a ground called The Wilderness. It was close to the Hackney Marshes and by all accounts suited its name. Epsom travelled there on eight occasions and didn’t win once!

All seventeen encounters were in London League action and we first met at West Street on 29th December 1934, destroying them 5-1 after conceding an early goal, with Jackie Pullen scoring three and Jimmy Jones getting the others, one of which was described as one of the best ever scored at our old ground.

However, any thoughts of a League double were blown away with a 6-1 defeat in the final match of the season in May 1935, when our boys were described as “stale, listless and ragged”. And some people think my reports are harsh! Luckily, we still finished second that season on goal average, but had we conceded once more we would have slipped to third, it was that close.

In 1935/36 we suffered the worst season in our history to that point, finishing a lowly tenth. Oddly though we registered our best results against Eton Manor, winning 6-3 at home with another Pullen hat trick on a day that the club chose to embrace the “new innovation” of gramophone records, blasting the music out from the speakers at the ground! The return match finished as a 1-1 draw, but Epsom required the services of former player Jack Parr, and this member of our elite hundred goals club scored what would prove to be his final goal for the club with a header.

We also secured a draw early the following season, but a 2-2 half time score turned into a 3-5 home defeat in January of 1937 and the Manor were becoming quite a useful team by this stage with their fourth placed finish a sign of things to come.

In 1937/38 Epsom retained their second position in the League, but Eton Manor were Champions by five points, a situation that would have been reversed if we had won our two meetings instead of losing them right at the end of the season, 1-0 at The Wilderness and 4-1 at home six days later. These were the only points we would drop at West Street all season. In their ranks during the late thirties was a young Alf Ramsey, although I have no evidence yet to say whether he played against us.   

In 1938/39 the honours were shared with a home win each, and the opening League match of the 1939/40 season paired the clubs together at West Street. The first half finished goalless and there was no indication of the action to follow. Epsom then went 3-0 up but the visitors fought all the way back to level the scores before H.E.Hook completed a hat trick on his debut with an 88th minute winner.

Following the Second World War Epsom reformed, but Eton Manor took a year longer before rejoining the London League in time for the 1946/47 season. Disaster 

followed as we were hammered 5-0 away from home just before Christmas of that year, and we fared little better in the return in April, losing 3-5 despite Don Ralph scoring a hat trick for us. Two more defeats followed the next year, but in our last season in the London League, 1948/49 we narrowly defeated them 2-1 at West Street, although Ken Minter’s winning goal did a “Geoff Hurst”. Back then of course, no one had heard of Hurst as he was still a schoolboy!

Our final meeting ended in predictable defeat over there by two goals to one, although we finished with ten men and travelled home the same way, as Ernie Watkins remained in Hackney Hospital with a suspected fractured skull. Luckily he would be back playing in four weeks, but we would never get another chance to win there as we transferred to the Corinthian League the following season. 

Although they have been through a few Leagues over the years since, Eton Manor are, like us, a steady step five side, playing in the Essex Senior League, although they currently ground share with Waltham Abbey after a couple of years at Barking, so their story seems to be quite a familiar one to Epsom supporters. 

Fakenham Town: - Played 1 - W0 D0 L1  - F1 A2  - Points per Game - 0.00
The Ghosts, as Fakenham Town are called, hold the record for our longest journey in club history at 154.50 miles. We travelled there for a Second Round F.A. Vase match and were narrowly defeated 2-1 in a match only notable for a lot of rain and a late penalty, conceded by James Hall that ultimately sent us out. 

Fareham Town: - Played 1 - W0 D0 L1  - F0 A5  - Points per Game - 0.00
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In 1986/87 we were not a good side and were destined for a second straight relegation, despite the best efforts of our new Manager Ricky Kidd. We were drawn to visit Cams Alders in the first qualifying round of the F.A. Trophy and got our backsides kicked good and proper in a match that was also notable for the first appearance in our books from referee Steve Coffin, who was frankly, awful, while Kidd also missed a penalty at 3-0. However, it turned out that this opposition were actually quite good and they went all the way to the Semi-Finals, bowing out to Kidderminster Harriers in a match played at The Dell, former home of Southampton. 

The main stand at Cams Alders





	Alan Carter

	What do the Yanks know about football?

For one thing they can’t even get the game’s name right! What actually is soccer anyway? Or “Sawka” as US TV commentators call it. Despite hosting one World Cup and escaping the group stages in four more, the game is perceived to struggle in America when compared to its European football counterparts and directly against the popularity of other US sports.

In the US, four sports dominate the newspaper back pages and television schedules. The American “big four” sports are basketball, baseball, American football & ice hockey. However, it should be noted that attendance figures for Major League Soccer (MLS) in America this season are now higher than those achieved by basketball and ice hockey. This is very impressive when you factor in how little press coverage football receives in the US compared to the “big four”. 

Since the formation of MLS a year after America hosted World Cup 94, football in the US has been steadily growing and improving. Today the American national team is no longer considered a walk over as it was just 20 years ago, whilst the US ladies team is ranked No 1 in the World. 
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In addition to America’s rising international pedigree, top MLS players have made it outside of the US league. In the Premier League, for example, Landon Donovan played for Everton for three months in 2010 during the MLS off-season before returning to his parent club LA Galaxy. Apparently Everton are rumoured to want to repeat this arrangement in January. 
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Overall the MLS is competitive and profitable and has started to attract ageing, yet still talented household names such as David Beckham. In 2007, Beckham joined the LA Galaxy from Real Madrid in a blaze of publicity. The iconic Englishman has had his ups and downs whilst playing for the Galaxy including high profile disagreements with fans and teammates. However, he also won the MLS Cup this season, arguably his best in America at the age of 36. At the time of writing Beckham’s future in America is unclear as he is now out of contract, yet despite his own personal trials and tribulations there is no doubt that his arrival boosted the profile of the game in the US and around the world.  

Since Beckham arrived in America there are seven new MLS franchises with the prospect of another New York team to come next year. Nine new stadiums are in operation and the value of those franchises has increased too. To buy a team now it 

would cost about $80-$100m compared to $40m or $50m a couple of years ago.

OK, so Beckham’s major achievement may end up being financial but it has proved a shrewd move by MLS’s owners to bring him across the pond. We might hate the word “franchise” in this country, but there is no doubt that MLS teams are well run thanks to the franchise system, a salary cap and a strong governing body.   
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Now other big names like Thierry Henry and Robbie Keane have followed Beckham to America. Yet, there is still a perception that MLS is a lucrative and glamorous retirement home for fading stars. Personally I think MLS has got the mix right. Let’s not forget that the league is relatively new and still needs the publicity that these big names provide yet it doesn’t rely on them. 

It should be noted that European and Premier League teams are growing increasingly popular in America, a fact reflected by the increase in the value of their television rights in the US. In addition the arrival of Beckham et al has resulted in MLS game’s being broadcast outside of America, raising the league’s profile internationally.

For the past two seasons I have watched the MLS on ESPN, mainly because I can’t afford Sky! Yet I really enjoy watching MLS games. OK, the imported American TV coverage is awful and the commentators talk a different language BUT the matches are competitive and interesting to watch. I would say that standard of the MLS is between low end Championship and League One, yet it is improving all the time. 

One of the most interesting aspects of watching MLS games is the atmosphere generated by the fans. Although stadiums aren’t full to the brim, the support is extremely passionate, singing loudly throughout the game. In 2011, the average attendance at MLS matches was just under 18,000.

So, let’s go back to my original question. What do the Yanks know about football? More than you realise. And they’re learning fast.

The Home Depot Center - Home of MLS Champions L.A.Galaxy
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	Above and Below


	Ryman League Division One South Table

	inc Saturday 3rd December
	P
	W
	D
	L
	F
	A
	Pts
	GD

	Dulwich Hamlet 
	18
	14
	2
	2
	39
	12
	44
	+27

	Bognor Regis Town 
	18
	13
	4
	1
	54
	14
	43
	+40

	Whitehawk 
	19
	13
	3
	3
	36
	15
	39
	+21

	Maidstone United 
	18
	12
	2
	4
	34
	18
	38
	+16

	Worthing 
	17
	10
	4
	3
	33
	19
	34
	+14

	Folkestone Invicta 
	18
	10
	3
	5
	34
	25
	33
	+9

	Chipstead 
	18
	9
	4
	5
	34
	22
	31
	+12

	Corinthian-Casuals 
	18
	7
	6
	5
	24
	24
	27
	0

	Godalming Town 
	15
	8
	2
	5
	28
	23
	26
	+5

	Hythe Town 
	18
	7
	3
	8
	29
	28
	24
	+1

	Ramsgate 
	18
	7
	3
	8
	23
	30
	24
	-7

	Faversham Town 
	16
	6
	5
	5
	19
	23
	23
	-4

	Sittingbourne 
	19
	5
	7
	7
	21
	24
	22
	-3

	Merstham 
	18
	6
	4
	8
	26
	37
	22
	-11

	Eastbourne Town 
	18
	5
	6
	7
	25
	29
	21
	-4

	Walton & Hersham 
	19
	5
	3
	11
	17
	25
	18
	-8

	Walton Casuals 
	18
	4
	5
	9
	27
	38
	17
	-11

	Whitstable Town 
	19
	5
	2
	12
	24
	45
	17
	-21

	Whyteleafe 
	18
	3
	5
	10
	19
	31
	14
	-12

	Crawley Down 
	20
	4
	1
	15
	23
	45
	13
	-22

	Croydon Athletic 
	19
	3
	3
	13
	23
	44
	12
	-21

	Burgess Hill Town 
	19
	2
	5
	12
	20
	41
	11
	-21


	For any of you that followed this feature last season, you will be aware that Met Police went up as Champions, while Leatherhead accompanied them via the play offs. However, the top five last year were well clear of the rest, and the three teams that remained at this level are setting the pace once again.

The other team that scraped into the playoffs were Burgess Hill, but they currently prop up the division. Another team you may not have expected to see down there is Croydon Athletic, who are in danger of a second straight relegation. Maybe they fancy a trip to Guernsey next year. Not that anyone ever drops down here anyway!

The other team that came down last season were Folkestone Invicta, who along with Croydon Athletic only went up the season beforehand. They look well placed along with another sleeping giant in Worthing.

It is interesting to see Chipstead doing quite well this season, as I felt that there was little between the two sides when we met in the F.A.Cup in September, but they look comfortable, as indeed do our landlords Merstham.




	Above and Below


	Combined Counties League Division One Table

	inc Saturday 3rd December
	P
	W
	D
	L
	F
	A
	Pts
	GD

	Guernsey
	20
	18
	1
	1
	78
	11
	55
	+67

	Bedfont Sports
	18
	14
	3
	1
	55
	17
	45
	+38

	Staines Lammas
	17
	13
	0
	4
	46
	20
	39
	+26

	Eversley
	18
	11
	3
	4
	53
	25
	36
	+28

	Spelthorne Sports
	18
	11
	2
	5
	41
	24
	35
	+17

	Warlingham
	19
	10
	4
	5
	38
	26
	34
	+12

	Hartley Wintney
	14
	9
	4
	1
	42
	21
	31
	+21

	Westfield
	18
	10
	1
	7
	34
	34
	31
	0

	Worcester Park
	18
	8
	2
	8
	43
	38
	26
	+5

	Cobham
	17
	7
	2
	8
	31
	41
	23
	-10

	CB Hounslow United
	17
	6
	1
	10
	27
	45
	19
	-18

	Feltham 
	18
	6
	0
	12
	22
	35
	18
	-13

	Knaphill
	20
	5
	2
	13
	32
	54
	17
	-22

	South Kilburn
	18
	3
	5
	10
	17
	37
	14
	-20

	Frimley Green
	17
	4
	2
	11
	20
	51
	14
	-31

	Bookham
	19
	2
	4
	13
	19
	48
	10
	-29

	Sheerwater
	17
	2
	1
	14
	16
	64
	7
	-48

	Farleigh Rovers
	17
	1
	3
	13
	20
	43
	6
	-23


	Obviously the story of the season is Guernsey F.C. and their inevitable rise to the Premier Division.

Their 4-0 home win over Hartley Wintney ten days ago has already removed any doubt that the new boys will win the title, although Cobham have knocked them out of the Division One League Cup so their only hopes of a double rest with a trip to Egham in the third round of the League Cup. If they can win that one, then they could go all the way.  

So who will come up with them? Often in recent years teams have finished behind Worcester Park who have then been denied promotion due to their ground grading, which fails because of the lack of floodlights at Green Lane. This year though, the Park are off the pace, and right now I would say that we could be seeing Bedfont Sports and Hartley Wintney, which would mean a definite drop for at least two clubs in our division, but we are still a long way away from the end of the season.

The only thing that is certain next season is that Epsom will be flying to Guernsey next season for a League match. Tickets please!




	EL Records League Cup Draw

	First Round

	Knaphill
	2-3
	Epsom & Ewell

	Worcester Park
	4-2
	Molesey

	Camberley Town
	2-3
	Farnham Town

	Bookham
	1-2
	Raynes Park Vale

	Westfield
	1-1+
	CB Hounslow United

	CB Hounslow won 3-2 on penalties

	Croydon
	0-1
	Ash United

	Windsor
	3-1
	Chessington & Hook United

	Game played at Chessington & Hook

	Badshot Lea
	4-1
	Frimley Green

	Second Round

	Dorking
	5-3
	Farnham Town

	Egham Town
	5-1
	Eversley

	Colliers Wood United
	5-4+
	Cove

	Farleigh Rovers
	3-2
	Sheerwater

	Badshot Lea
	3-1
	Mole Valley SCR

	Guernsey
	4-1
	Ash United

	Windsor
	1-2
	Spelthorne Sports

	Worcester Park
	7/1
	Epsom & Ewell

	Cobham
	3-2
	Horley Town

	Wembley
	0-0+
	South Kilburn

	Wembley won 5-4 on penalties

	South Park
	2-2+
	Sandhurst Town

	Sandhurst Town won 4-3 on penalties

	Banstead Athletic
	2-0
	Hartley Wintney

	Guildford City
	2-1
	Hanworth Villa

	Raynes Park Vale
	4-0
	Bedfont Sports

	Feltham
	0-5
	CB Hounslow United

	Staines Lammas
	3-2
	Warlingham

	Third Round

	Cobham
	10/12
	CB Hounslow United

	Spelthorne Sports
	7/1
	Staines Lammas

	Banstead Athletic
	24/1
	Worcester Park / Epsom & Ewell

	Guildford City
	2-2+
	Wembley

	Guildford City won 5-4 on penalties

	Colliers Wood United
	14/12
	Dorking

	Egham Town
	24/1
	Guernsey

	Badshot Lea
	24/1
	Sandhurst Town

	Raynes Park Vale
	13/12
	Farleigh Rovers


	Surrey Senior Cup draw

	First Round

	Guildford City
	4-5
	Chertsey Town

	Redhill
	2-1
	Croydon

	Horley Town
	4-3+
	Camberley Town

	Mole Valley SCR
	3-2
	Colliers Wood United

	Badshot Lea
	1-4
	Dorking

	Second Round

	Tooting & Mitcham United
	1-2
	A.F.C. Wimbledon

	Egham Town
	0-4
	Ashford Town (Mx)

	Carshalton Athletic
	5-1
	Raynes Park Vale

	Ash United
	4-1
	Crystal Palace

	Banstead Athletic
	1-6
	Godalming Town

	Whyteleafe
	4-0
	Chessington & Hook Utd

	Epsom & Ewell
	6/12
	Sutton United

	Metropolitan Police
	4-2
	Farnham Town

	South Park
	2-1
	Kingstonian

	Dorking
	2-4
	Leatherhead

	Redhill
	1-3
	Lingfield

	Woking
	2-0
	Merstham

	Molesey
	20/12
	Corinthian Casuals

	Chertsey Town
	6/12
	Walton Casuals

	Mole Valley SCR
	0-1
	Chipstead

	Horley Town
	0-4
	Walton & Hersham

	Third Round

	Chipstead
	A
	Metropolitan Police

	Match 14
	B
	Ashford Town (Middx)

	Match 7
	C
	Godalming Town

	South Park
	D
	Leatherhead

	Ash United
	10/1
	Woking

	Whyteleafe
	17/1
	Carshalton Athletic

	Walton & Hersham
	G
	Lingfield

	Match 13
	H
	A.F.C. Wimbledon

	Quarter Finals

	Match D
	V
	Match C

	Match F
	V
	Match A

	Match G
	V
	Match H

	Match E
	V
	Match B



	Ian Twyford

	My first game  
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My first Epsom game was not particularly interesting – a 2-1 victory over Cobham in March 2008. My only memories were that Kyle Hough scored two goals, one of which was a penalty; the sparse attendance (I counted 21, the Epsom Guardian wrote the following week that it was the lowest crowd of the season) and the general bleakness of Merland Rise with its military green paint. So instead this article is going to be about the first ever live professional game of football.

To put my first match in to context, I had become interested in football in the spring of 1970. My baptism of televised live football was the Chelsea versus Leeds Utd Cup final, which was played on an appalling pitch that had only a few weeks before been used for the ‘Horse of the Year’ show. The game was a genuine classic and, despite Leeds’s dominance, it ended 2-2 after extra time. This resulted in the first replay for 59 years and Chelsea went on to win 2-1 at Old Trafford. (Wembley wasn’t used for replays back then).  I had watched the first final with my Mum’s great aunts and uncles, all of whom hailed from Clerkenwell and were rooting for Chelsea. I’ve always had a soft spot for the underdog and the anti-hero - except Roy Keane of course- so my brother and I supported Leeds, partly because they were the better team, but also to wind up the relatives.

After the magic of the Cup final and the wonderful, and still the best World Cup tournament in Mexico, we couldn’t wait for the 1970-71 season to start. By now my brother and I had become converted northerners (we’re from Essex originally) and Leeds was our team. We hated all the big London teams that we saw regularly on ‘The Big Match’  - Chelsea, Spurs, West Ham and most of all Arsenal, as we had since found out that my Mum’s relatives were actually long term Gooners who’d watched the great Herbert Chapman side of the 1930s.

My weekends were now completely dominated by football. I played ‘keepy uppy’ in the street on Saturday morning, followed by watching Football preview with Sam Leech on Grandstand. In the afternoon I’d pop along to see the local village side and then would dash home for the results service when matches finished at 4.40pm - none of this added on time nonsense as teams were only allowed one substitute. Saturday evening was rounded off by highlights of two games on ‘Match of the Day’. Sunday worship continued poring over the results in the Sunday Times, then ‘The Big Match’ after which we’d re-enact all the games we’d just seen in the local park. Bliss! 

Despite this obsession, seeing a live match was some way off. Leeds was about 200 miles from my home town of Braintree and we had no inclination, nor means for that matter, to go and watch Ipswich (who I later started to support in 1973) as neither of my parents liked football. You can imagine excitement therefore, when my Uncle Bert’s Christmas present for me and my brother was a pair of seats to go and watch Arsenal v West Ham (price £1). Yes, we hated Arsenal, but as an 11 year old boy you couldn’t get anything more pant-wettingly exciting than to watch a top flight live 

match at a big ground. It was just too good to pass up!

The game was on Saturday 9th January 1971. We were driven to Highbury by Uncle Bert and managed to park up near the ground. We had tickets for the front row of the lower tier of the East Stand. On entering the ground I remember being overwhelmed by the sheer number of people inside (49,007 – 3 times the population of Braintree) combined with the noise and the threatening cavernous bulk of the North Bank. What also struck me about Highbury was the sense of history and tradition, the marble halls, the immaculate paintwork and the Police band situated between the Clock End and the East Stand adding to the sense of occasion. What a change from the tin pot tannoy systems belting out forgettable singles from the then hit parade.  There was a fair smattering of West Ham fans most of whom were standing in the Clock End. However, there was no segregation and no evidence of trouble. The 70s may have been the decade for football hooliganism, but it had yet to take off at Highbury.

The Arsenal team were riding high in the League, just a point behind leaders Leeds. They had secured 10 victories in the previous 13 unbeaten league games. The game itself was a predictable affair; West Ham may have had Bobby Moore*, Geoff Hurst, Clyde Best and Billy Bonds in their line up, but the rest of the team were more of a relegation outfit. Arsenal were at best functional, at worst, boring. Brian Glanville, Sunday Times journo, described their relentless and physical football as like watching a team of combine harvesters. There were no stars in the side, only Geordie Armstrong, on the right wing had a modicum of skill. Needless to say Arsenal won 2-0, both goals were headers from dead balls scored by George Graham and Ray Kennedy.  Game over.   

On returning home I found out that Leeds had lost at home to Spurs 2-1. For me this was the turning point of the season. After a momentary blip in the next couple of games, Arsenal steam rollered their way to clinching the Championship title ahead of Leeds at White Hart Lane on a Monday evening, with a Ray Kennedy header from a corner securing a 1-0 victory (what a surprise!)

Five days later they completed the double by deservedly beating an under par Liverpool 2-1 in extra time, after a dreadful goalless 90 minutes (at the time this was only the 4th double ever achieved). In true time honoured tradition I watched the final with my great aunts and uncles. A painful experience that was thankfully remedied a year later when Leeds beat them in the final, and in 1978 when Ipswich did likewise!

The Arsenal team of killjoys on the 9th January 1971 was: 

Wilson

Rice  Mcklintock  Simpson  Nelson

Armstrong  Storey  Sammels  Graham

Radford Kennedy

Zzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzz!

· To my knowledge this was the only occasion that I saw the late, great Bobby Moore play for West Ham, whose away kit that day was one of my favourites- all light blue with a double claret hoop on the shirt (ooh I say!) 





	Where Next?

	[image: image36.jpg]


[image: image37.jpg]







	Evan Gregory

	I came across this poem recently while looking for a book of old Saxon poems. I fell upon the tome that contained this verse and on reading it felt that it described in some small way the experience of supporting a non-league football club like ours.

Those nights where the team fails to perform to expectations or when you arrive to find the game has been called off at the last minute to what would seem the whim of fate. 
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When the cold and the damp bite into your bones, and the glare of the floodlights form a halo to the hopes of those congregated in the rain on a dark December night in the local county cup.

Those times when you are made to think that we will never return home to Epsom, Ewell, Stoneleigh or Langley Vale; to be forever exiles.

Those times when all that keeps us coming game after game is the bloodymindedness that is staunchly part of the non-league supporter’s being. 

IT'S ALL A STATE OF MIND. (This poem is by Anon)

If you think you are beaten, your are

If you think you dare not, you won't,

If you like to win, but don't think you can't

It's almost a cinch you won't

If you think you'll lose, you're lost

For out in the world you'll find,

Success begins with a fellow's will

It's all in a state of mind

For many a game is lost

Ere even a play is run,

And many a coward fails

Ere even his work is begun

Think big and your deeds will grow

Think small and you'll fall behind

Think that you can and you will

It's all a state of mind

If you think you are outclassed, your are

You've got to think high to rise

You've got to be sure of yourself before

You can ever win a prize

Life battles don't always go

To the stronger or faster man

But sooner or later, the man who wins

Is the fellow who thinks he can.

In summing up, I do hope that I have found a poem that does catch the feeling some little bit. I do not look to make our pastime into some noble act, but more a statement of those things that we collectively experience, the joy the sorrow the elation and the frustration, most of the common every day things we go through.

I'll stop being so melodramatic and just say COME ON EPSOM!!!





	To Tweet or not to Tweet, that is the question!

	Follow us on Twitter

Remember that you can follow us on Twitter. Just go on to http://twitter.com/EEFCWebmaster#l Alternatively, go to twitter.com and search for eefcwebmaster or Epsom and Ewell FC. You can then "follow us" (if you have a Twitter account).
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We currently have 147 followers including Surrey Mirror Sport and the Surrey Advertiser, plus a number of clubs from our Division. In addition Radio Marsden update their listeners on our progress on match days thanks to our goal updates service (see below).

Goal updates

Get Epsom & Ewell goal updates sent direct to your mobile phone by signing up to receive text messages from Twitter (if your mobile phone is compatible). 

Alan Carter and Richard Lambert are providing a First Team live score update service, whenever possible, meaning that texts will be sent to your mobile phone as the goals happen.

Go on, give it a go and join in the fun! Let's see if we can get our followers up to 200!

To receive alerts to your mobile phone

1. 
Log into, or set up, your Twitter account and register your mobile phone.

2. 
Click on “Home” in the top menu bar

3. 
Click on “Following” at the top of the right-hand column. 

4. 
Click on EEFCWebmaster and you will see in the left-hand column, a 
mobile phone icon next to the “Following” box. Click on that and you will 
be set up to receive Epsom and Ewell FC “tweets”. On the facing page is an excerpt from our Twitter page.

[image: image40.jpg]NITED (Surrey FA)

CHESSINGTON & HOO
Chalky Lane Chessington

Earthwoy

_V & n
A /Sports %
e ggﬁ swsmm
=t
S e

B )
Ol ERE

C
/]FF‘ CHESS/NGmN

SPORTS
GROUND

Winey Payfs

Vo Railogy

[—CHESSINGTON
WORLD
. OF ADVENTURE

Horton Park 55

EPSOM & EWELL
NEW COTTAGE,
uusr

SPORTS! W
GHoTAD T“/ D \west park_

28







	Surrey Senior Cup Review

	Tonight is our 198th Surrey Senior Cup tie.  Over that period we have Won 96, Drawn 20 and Lost 80 with one match abandoned. Our goals in that time are F459 A383. It is also our 99th home tie with 89 being played away from home and ten being at neutral venues.
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Our very first Surrey Senior Cup tie was played at Krooner Park, when we defeated Camberley & Yorktown as they were then known by three goals to one on 18th October 1924. We trailed at half time, but two goals from Reg Marlow and the other from Tom Kirk saw us through. A win at Egham gave us a home tie with Weybridge in the first round, but we surprisingly lost this 2-1 at home to end our first County Cup run. 

In 1925/26 we started our run with a 3-2 win over Godalming and took revenge on Weybridge by a goal to nil in the next round. This earned us a big match at home to Athenian League Summerstown, who were having a wretched season at the foot of the table, yet they were still two levels above us, and defeated us 4-2 at West Street. (see programme right) The following year was a marathon, as we played six matches but still went out in the first round. We required two replays to dispose of Carshalton Athletic, but minus flu victim Reg Marlow (who was in the middle of his run of five hat tricks in five consecutive matches) we crashed 3-8 at home to Woking.  

Summerstown again ended the run 5-1 in the first round in their final season at the Earlsfield Road ground after two wins over Leyland Motors and Aquarius, the Water Board side from Honor Oak, but the 1928/29 season would prove to be the most memorable to date. It didn’t start auspiciously as we were held 0-0 at West Street by the Westminster Bank. We won the replay before knocking out Isthmian League giants Casuals 3-1 at West Street, but the best was yet to come as we humbled Wimbledon 4-1 at Kingstonian’s old Richmond Road ground in the Semi-Final. 
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The Final ended disappointingly, in front of 4,600 at Guildford City’s Josephs Road ground, we led Redhill at half time with a Bronk Challis goal, but three goals early in the second half changed the match, and a late Bob Earl consolation was not enough as the Lobsters won their first ever County Cup.

The 1929/30 season was the first time that the Town lost their opening match, away to Tooting Town by four goals to two, but the next season we went all the way to the Quarter-Finals again, by virtue of replay wins over Camberley & Y and Egham. We then earned a trip to Dulwich Hamlet’s old Champion Hill ground, and I mean the first one, not the enormous one that only people over the age of 35 can remember, but the one before that, which was actually to the side of the new ground, behind the big terrace. 

In front of 5,000 we dominated the game, despite only winning 3-2 (see programme left) but we would never win at Dulwich again. Mitcham Wanderers ended that year’s run 2-1 at West Street. 

For the 1931/32 season the Blues were finally awarded an exemption to the First Round, or last 16, along with the big guns in the County. A Reg Marlow hat trick saw us past qualifiers Wills Sports by 6-2 before Kingstonian made their first visit to West Street since they were present at the opening of the ground, and eased to a 4-1 win in a match that was all over as a contest by half time with the visitors being three goals to the good.

In the thirties we were a very good side. However you wouldn’t have known this from our County Cup performances as we lost in the opening round for four years in a row to, Tooting & Mitcham, Dulwich again, Nunhead and in 1935/36 3-4 at home to Met Police. 
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So in 1936/37 it was back to the qualifiers, although Banstead Hospital knocked us out in extra time in the final qualifying round. This was a pity as we would have faced our tenants Ewell & Stoneleigh in the next round, but Banstead knocked them out too and actually went all the way to the Semi-Final.

Despite going out in the qualifying rounds we received an exemption to the First Round again for 1937/38. We took full advantage, defeating Met Police 4-1 and Isthmian League Nunhead by five goals to one to reach the Semi-Final against the mighty Dulwich Hamlet. The match was played at the much-missed Plough Lane, Wimbledon see programme right), where goals from Rochester and Bruce ensured a replay at Richmond Road. There we were defeated 3-2 in extra time in a match where Jackie Pullen missed a sitter at the end of normal time with the scores at 1-1. The press called it “a tragedy”, and despite Pullen netting in the extra period, we were unable to force another equaliser. It is worth noting that the Hamlet had won the previous year’s competition without conceding a goal, and were looking at repeating this achievement until they came up against us. (see programmes right and over page).
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Tooting & Mitcham defeated us 3-2 at Sandy Lane in the opening round of the final pre-war competition During the war, the Cup was played for in 1939/40 by Epsom Town (losing in the Quarter Final to Nunhead), who continued through the war at West Street, before it was held in abeyance for a few years. It returned in 1943 with just nine teams entering, but Epsom Town reached the final, losing to Tooting & Mitcham 3-1 at Sandy Lane in front of over 5,000 spectators (see programme below). However, the club would never win another match in the competition, losing over two legs to the Magpies again the next year, and to Vickers Armstrong after a replay in their final season of 1945/46.  
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CLUB NOTES

To-day wo extend u veey hearty weloome to friends from Bpsom. Tho

doscrvo i, Charlio Potti

Town huo had o fairly g0dd season aud th
has been a hero the way he han carried on in these difficult times, and
doserven ull the good wishes which come (o him.  Kpsom Town have beaten
the Welsh Guards and Sutton United on their way to the Surrey Senior
Gup Pinal in which we meet them to-day.

The United disposed of Walton-on-Thamos and the oldstrenm Guars,

We hope to see a game worthy of the ccasion and are sure of n gand
wporting mateh.  Wo sluo wish o extond o hearty wolcomo to Mr. S
Ayris (Chirman), Mr. L. Tyte (Scorelary), and other offcials of the Survey
County Football Association

Tho lads won the Liondon Senior Gup seiii-final roplay ut Walton lnst
Suturday 1. B. Golwell, R, Purker, G. Pearce and Hill (own goal) were
tho scorers. Wo tiow maet Walthanstow Avenue in the final on tho West
Hom ground on Suturday, May 18, K.0. .50,
rosult of succoss in Cup tios, our fixture list, has boon theown
somowhat, and we shall be caled upon to play one or two gumen
on days other than Saturdny. Tho lime of kick-off for theso matches will
e not carlior than 6.80, so our supporters will have opportunitios of wit-
nessing what may prove o bo decisive gumes in our fight for honours.

FORTHCOMING FIXTURES

Epsom Town Teague Away

Apr. 15 Firt XL v
Resorvos v, Epsom Town Res. .. Bal'mLCupFinul Home
w 2 FirstXI v. Metro. Polico League ... .. Home
2 Fiest XI. v. Charlton R.(ko0.6.30) Lengue . . Home
. 80 FietXI v, Bromloy . .. Lengue Avay
May 6 FirstXL v. WaltononThamos — Teague o Away
Gravesend v. Epsom Town .. League .. .. Home
South-Eastern Combination
A (Table o April 13t)
rowon o Pw oo e
Toosing&Mitcham 1410 2 2 48 21 22 | LondonFiroForce 15 6 3 6 38 30 15
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In that season Epsom F.C. defeated Carshalton Athletic 7-3 but were thrashed 6-0 in the Quarter-Final by the newly formed Corinthian Casuals at Richmond Road, where they ground shared with Kingstonian for a spell after the war. Despite reaching the last eight, we then had to play a qualifying round in 1946/47, but crashed out at home to Devas Institute. Oddly though we were back amongst the exempted clubs the following season, but it made no difference as we lost 3-2 at home to Corinthian Casuals again.

In 1948/49 we qualified past Devas (4-0) and Byfleet (6-1) but were defeated by the rising Walton & Hersham team 5-0 in front of 3,000 at Stompond Lane. The following season we were again exempt but Dulwich came away from West Street with a 6-0 win which put us back down amongst the qualifiers again! 

It was a bit of a yo-yo really. We were obviously right on the edge of being one of the best eight clubs in the County, as we would rarely get beaten in the qualifiers. McLaren Sports and Devas were beaten before we beat Hawkers, the Kingston based works side 6-1. Almost! We were nine minutes away from winning before were hit by a massive fog that was so heavy it caused our home Reserve team game to be called off at exactly the same time ten miles away in Epsom, with us leading 4-0 at the time. It was an unfortunate day! We played the following week and edged through 4-3 before again being hammered by Corinthian Casuals, this time 7-1 at West Street.

We were facing a regular scenario. Beat a few average teams before coming up against either Casuals or the Hamlet. For the next three years it would be the latter, winning 4-2 and 4-3 at West Street in consecutive seasons. However, the 1953/54 season would see the tables turned for a change. 

Firstly, we received another exemption, for reaching the Quarter-Final the year before, and the draw was kind. We defeated Addlestone and Malden Town without conceding, and faced our nemesis in the Semi-Final at Plough Lane, where a Roy Dymott goal was enough to secure a draw there, just as we had 16 seasons before. This time the replay was at Sandy Lane, where 7,000 witnessed a stunning comeback. We trailed 2-0 with eighteen minutes left, but Gordon Hurst pulled a goal back, and then right on full time as the crowds were beginning to drift away Bill Wiles equalised, with Bobby Avis securing the win with a goal in the second period of extra time. (see programmes below) However, our reward for defeating Dulwich was a Final against Corinthian Casuals! The game was played at Selhurst Park in front of 6,159 and was a let down with Epsom conceding once in each half, despite being the better side that day.
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Fouthcoming Ficctures

TURDAY, 20th MARCH

FIRST XI v. CORINTHIAN-CASUALS at Dulwich 3.0
(Surrey Senior Cup Sem-Final)

RESERVES v. ENFIELD RESERVES Home 3.0

(Provisional)

(thenian League Tables
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It was Dulwich again in 1954/55 who knocked us out 4-1 and although we edged past Banstead 3-2 on our first visit to Merland Rise, Tooting & Mitcham put us out in 1955/56. The next season was one of our best though, as we battered Kingstonian 5-1 at West Street before then smashing Dulwich Hamlet up 5-3. However, the semi-final brought an unlucky 2-1 defeat to Wimbledon at Sandy Lane. 

What about our opponents today? It seems downright bizarre that we always seemed 

to play certain teams, yet never met Sutton. Until 1957, that is, when Johnny Bangs and Jan Sorensen were the scorers in a 2-0 win at West Street. (see programme right).  It would be twenty-four years before we would meet again. 

In the meantime our luck was about to change for the worse. Woking defeated us 4-2, and then we crashed 5-1 at Dorking in December 1958. This result sent us back to the qualifiers, where we would remain until 1981. As our fortunes plummeted, we only reached the First Round once in the sixties, when wins over Whyteleafe, Chobham (after a replay, awarded because the pitch there was undersized) and Camberley gave us a home tie against, yes, Dulwich again! The attendance of 608 was the best we’d get until the Vase run of 1975 as the visitors won 2-1. 
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And it was 1975 when we next reached that stage of the competition, slipping up 3-4 at Addlestone, although at 4-0 down we gave them a fright and this helped when we met and defeated them later that season in the F.A.Vase Quarter-Final.
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In 1976/77 we reached the First round again, losing 2-1 at home to Walton & Hersham after a replay but this earned us an exemption to the final qualifying round, ahead of many lower league sides, but not quite up with the big boys yet. Tooting & Mitcham and Egham defeated us in the first round in the next two seasons, with Dorking knocking us out in the qualifiers the next year. 

In 1980/81 we had a good side, but no one would have expected what happened next. We opened up with a narrow 2-1 win over Westfield before winning 6-0 at Ash United in the First Round. The Quarter-Final drew us at Walton & Hersham and we got a 1-1 draw there, finishing them off in the replay 4-2. Enter Sutton United, who were having a very good season themselves which would end at Wembley for an F.A.Trophy Final. We held our more illustrious opponents goalless before winning the replay at West Street 3-2. After defeating Sutton, Woking held no fears for us, as they were bottom of the Isthmian Premier Division, and we defeated them 2-1 at Sandy Lane to win the cup for the first, and so far only time in our history. (see programme left)

As holders, this had the added benefit of giving us a full exemption again, but despite defeating Tooting & Mitcham and Walton & 

Hersham, we were robbed on a technicality against Croydon. Pat O’Connell had left the club, taking much of the team with him and Adrian Hill had limited time to get players in. In addition the Surrey F.A. rules stated that a player had to be registered for 28 days before playing in this tie, so we had all sorts of troubles even fielding a side. Leading striker Steve Hill even played in goal for us, despite having a stress fracture in his shin that prevented him taking an outfield role, and Croydon won 4-0, ending our brief hold on the trophy in farcical circumstances.  

In January 1983 Sutton defeated us in the County Cup for the first time ever with a 2-1 win at Gander Green Lane, and the following season the two teams met in the Final, after we had defeated Addlestone & Weybridge (after a replay), Banstead and Croydon, again after a replay. However, we were blown away, losing 4-0.

And they did it again the following season with a 4-1 win at West Street after we had held them goalless just two days previously at Sutton. There was a temporary respite in 1985/86 when it was Kingstonian that knocked us out 2-0 at Richmond Road, but it was Sutton again in the Semi-Final of 1986/87 by five clear goals.

We reached the Semi-Final again in 1988/89 but despite holding Carshalton Athletic 2-2 at home, we were harshly defeated 3-0 at Colston Avenue, and three narrow quarter-final defeats in three years followed to Woking, Whyteleafe and Carshalton again. 

[image: image51.jpg]


Since then we have achieved very little in the competition with exception of a Quarter-Final appearance in 2001/02 when we were defeated 3-1 by a Wayne Routledge inspired Crystal Palace, and in 2008/09 when we reached the Semi-Final, aided by a fantastic win at Sutton United that I have already referred to in detail earlier in the programme, plus wins over Redhill and Corinthian Casuals. This gave us the opportunity to visit Step Three side Ashford Town (Middx), but they were too strong for a tired Epsom team and eased through 4-1, despite Robbie Burns equalising to make it interesting for a while.

The competition’s reorganisation in the nineties means that there are no exemptions any more, which makes for a more open draw, and maybe as a result of these potential extra matches, some of the bigger sides have played weaker teams in recent years. This of course does open the way for smaller teams to progress in the competition and recently we have seen Merstham, Ashford Town (Middx) and Godalming Town winning the trophy. Who knows, maybe these days it isn’t as impossible to repeat our 1981 win as you might think!

Left: Our Captain Peter Gaydon lifts the Surrey Senior Cup at Sandy Lane on Easter Monday 1981.




	Player Sponsorship
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	Please Sponsor one of our players for £40.00. 

Just speak to any Committee Member.

	Nathan Ayling
	Peter Coles

	Ramzi Bedj Bedj
	Steve Davies & Gary Ellis

	Robbie Burns
	Pizza2Go – 

716 London Road, North Cheam 0208 6442211

	Dan Coles
	Joe Hagan P.G.A. Golf Pro – 07973 264151

	Jamie Cottee
	

	Ali Dewar
	ID & JD Services

	Carl Downs
	Mike and Janette Summers

	Aaron France
	

	Dave Francis
	Paul Marshall & Dougie Burns

	Jamie Hatfield
	Pete Lumm

	Ben Hayward
	Geoff Dyke

	Mark Jarman
	Up and Out Lofts Ltd

	Adrian Jones
	

	Alex McGregor
	John Bonner

	James Moon
	

	Antony “Freddie” Myers
	Tony Jeffcoate

	Anthony Panayi
	The Boys behind the goal

	Ayden Richards
	

	Sam Robinson
	Geoff and Arnold Pye

	Alex Rodrigues
	Pete Beddoe

	Tom Siefers
	

	Matt Smith
	The Jarman Family

	Jamie Summers
	Dave Ellins

	Sonny Walshe
	

	Paul West
	Someone Has To Ltd!

	
	

	
	

	Lyndon Buckwell
	Darryl Hatfield

	Tony Coombe
	

	Glynn Mandeville
	Mark Jarman

	Ken Jones
	

	Tony Knight
	Paul West


	This Season’s Match Sponsors

	Fixture
	Date
	Match Sponsor
	Ball Sponsor

	Colliers Wood United
	09/08/11
	Epsom & Ewell F.C. 

Management Committee

	Windsor
	13/08/11
	Richard Lambert
	

	Croydon
	21/08/11
	Joe Hagan P.G.A. Golf Pro – 07973 264151
	

	Guildford City
	23/08/11
	Steve Dyke
	

	Mole Valley SCR
	27/08/11
	Tony Jeffcoate
	

	Chipstead
	04/09/11
	Pete Beddoe
	Paul Merritt

	Hanworth Villa
	08/10/11
	Joe Hagan P.G.A. Golf Pro – 07973 264151
	

	Horley Town
	25/10/11
	
	Pete Beddoe

	Badshot Lea
	29/10/11
	Geoff Dyke
	

	South Park
	12/11/11
	Gemma and Kirsty Herbert
	

	Croydon
	19/11/11
	Mid-Surrey Mencap
	Dave and Nicola Beddoe

	Egham Town
	03/12/11
	
	

	Sutton United
	06/12/11
	In memory of Chris Henry

	Cove
	17/12/11
	
	

	Raynes Park Vale
	02/01/12
	
	

	Wembley
	14/01/12
	
	

	Dorking
	28/01/12
	
	

	Molesey
	31/01/12
	
	

	Farnham Town
	11/02/12
	
	

	Sandhurst Town
	25/02/12
	
	

	Ash United
	17/03/12
	
	

	Chessington & Hook
	31/03/12
	
	

	Banstead Athletic
	09/04/12
	Tony Foster
	

	Camberley Town
	21/04/12
	
	

	For League Matches:

Match sponsorship is available for £35.00.

Match ball sponsorship is available for £20.00.

For Cup Matches:

Match sponsorship is available for £45.00.

Match ball sponsorship is available for £25.00.

Match sponsorship includes admission, programmes, advertising 

and hospitality for two.

Match ball sponsorship is the same as above but just for one.

Interested?     Please speak to a Committee Member now!




	Club Directory 

	ASH UNITED  Telephone: 01252-320385 - Ground: Shawfields Stadium, Youngs Drive, Shawfields Road, Ash, Aldershot, Hants. GU12 6RE - Colours: Green/Green/Green 

BADSHOT LEA  Telephone: 01483-417520 - Ground: Godalming Town FC Weycourt, Meadrow, Farncombe, Godalming, Surrey. GU7 3JE - Colours: Claret/White/Claret 

BANSTEAD ATHLETIC  Telephone: 01737-350982 - Ground: Banstead Athletic, Merland Rise, Tadworth, Surrey. KT20 5JG - Colours: Amber &Black/Black/Black 

CAMBERLEY TOWN  Telephone: 01276-65392 - Ground: Krooner Park, Wilton Road, Camberley, Surrey. GU15 2QW - Colours: Red & White Stripes/Red & Blue/Red 

CHESSINGTON & HOOK UNITED  Telephone: 01372-745777 - Ground: Chalky Lane, Chessington, Surrey. KT9 2NF - Colours: Blue/Blue/Blue 

COLLIERS WOOD UNITED   Telephone: 0208-942-8062 - Ground: Wibbandune Sports Ground, Lincoln Green, Opposite 199-213, Robin Hood Way, Wimbledon. SW20 0AA - Colours: Blue &Black/Black/Black 

COVE  Telephone: 01252-543615 - Ground: Oak Farm Fields, Squirrels Lane, Cove, Farnborough, Hampshire. GU14 8PB - Colours: Yellow/Black/Yellow 

CROYDON   Telephone: 0208-654-8555 - Ground: Croydon Sports Arena, Albert Road, South Norwood, Surrey. SE25 4QL - Colours: Sky Blue/Sky Blue / Sky Blue 

DORKING  Telephone: 01306-881102 - Ground: Meadowbank, Mill Lane, Dorking, Surrey. RH4 1DX - Colours: Green & White Hoops/Green & White/Green 

EGHAM TOWN  Telephone: 01784-435226 - Ground: The Runnymede Stadium, Wards Place, Egham, Surrey. TW20 8XD - Colours: Red/Red/Red 

EPSOM & EWELL  Telephone: 01737-644046 - Ground: Merstham FC, Weldon Way, Merstham, Surrey. RH1 3QB - Colours: Royal Blue & White Hoops/Royal Blue/Royal Blue & White Hoops 

FARNHAM TOWN  Telephone: 01252-715305 Ground: Memorial Ground, Babbs Mead, West Street, Farnham, Surrey. GU9 7DY Colours: - Claret & Sky Blue/White/Claret & Sky Blue 

GUILDFORD CITY  Telephone: 01483-443322 - Ground: Spectrum Arena, Spectrum Leisure Centre, Parkway, Guildford, Surrey. GU1 1UP - Colours: Red & White Stripes/Red/Red 

HANWORTH VILLA  Telephone: 0208-831-9391 - Ground: Rectory Meadows, Park Road, off Hounslow Road, Hanworth, Middlesex. TW13 6PN - Colours: Red & White/Black/Black 

HORLEY TOWN  Telephone: 01293-822000 - Ground: The New Defence, Court Lodge Road, Horley, Surrey. RH6 8RS - Colours: Claret & Sky Blue/Claret/Claret 

MOLE VALLEY SCR  Telephone: 01932-866386 - Ground: Cobham F.C. Leg O'Mutton Field, Anvil Lane, Downside Bridge Road, Cobham, Surrey. KT11 3SY - Colours: Red/Red/Red 

MOLESEY   Telephone: 0208-979-4283 - Ground:412 Walton Road, West Molesey, Surrey KT8 0JG - Colours: White/Black/Black 

RAYNES PARK VALE  Telephone: 020-8540-8843 - Ground: Prince Georges Playing Field, Grand Drive, Raynes Park, London. SW20 9NB - Colours: Yellow/Red/Yellow 

SANDHURST TOWN  Telephone: 01252-878768 - Ground: Bottom Meadow, Memorial Park, Yorktown Road, Sandhurst, Berks. GU47 9BJ - Colours: Red/Black/Black 

SOUTH PARK  Telephone: 01737-245963 - Ground: King George's Field, Whitehall Lane, South Park, Reigate, Surrey. RH2 8LG - Colours: Red/Red/Red 

WEMBLEY  Telephone: 0208-904-8169 - Ground: Vale Farm, Watford Road, Sudbury, Wembley. Middlesex. HA0 3AG - Colours: Red & White/Red/Red 

WINDSOR  Telephone: 01753-860656 - Ground: Stag Meadow, St Leonards Road, Windsor, Berks SL4 3DR - Colours: Red & Green, Red & Green, Red




	A long Time Ago!

	
Back in 1925 Epsom Town as we were then known, moved to their new ground at West Street.

That season we hosted Sutton United in the Amateur Cup, and this is the Epsom Herald’s report of the match that Sutton won with the only goal of the game.

 


	Supporters Player of the Match

	Each week one of our players wins a bonus by being named as the Supporters Player of the Match.

Our latest winner from the match against Egham Town was Dan Coles who produced many good saves to keep the score down. The awards so far are as follows:


	09/08/11
	H
	 Colliers Wood Utd
	CCL
	3-1
	 Chris Woodward

	13/08/11
	H
	 Windsor
	CCL
	2-2
	 Dave Francis

	16/08/11
	A
	 Farnham Town
	CCL
	0-0
	 Alex Rodrigues

	21/08/11
	H
	 Croydon
	FAC
	3-1
	 Matt Smith

	23/08/11
	H
	 Guildford City
	CCL
	2-3
	 Alex McGregor

	27/08/11
	H
	 Mole Valley SCR
	CCL
	3-1
	 Antony Myers

	29/08/11
	A
	 Raynes Park Vale
	CCL
	2-3
	 Jamie Summers

	04/09/11
	H
	 Chipstead
	FAC
	1-2
	 Jamie Summers

	10/09/11
	A
	 Hailsham Town
	FAV
	3-1
	 Robbie Burns

	17/09/11
	A
	 Sandhurst Town
	CCL
	1-3
	 Robbie Burns

	24/09/11
	A
	 Ringmer
	FAV
	0-2
	 Dan Coles

	September
	Monthly Award
	
	
	 Dan Coles

	01/10/11
	H
	 Molesey
	CCL
	2-0
	 Matt Smith

	04/10/11
	A
	 Knaphill
	CCLC
	3-2
	 Dave Francis

	08/10/11
	H
	 Hanworth Villa
	CCL
	2-2
	 Jamie Hatfield

	11/10/11
	A
	 Dorking
	CCL
	1-1
	 Mark Jarman

	15/10/11
	A
	 Ash United
	CCL
	4-1
	 Carl Downs

	22/10/11
	A
	 Wembley
	CCL
	1-4
	 Mark Jarman

	25/10/11
	H
	 Horley Town
	CCL
	0-2
	 Nathan Ayling

	29/10/11
	H
	 Badshot Lea
	CCL
	0-2
	 Ali Dewar

	October
	Monthly Award
	
	
	 Jamie Hatfield

	05/11/11
	A
	 Camberley Town
	CCL
	0-4
	 Jamie Summers

	12/11/11
	H
	 South Park
	CCL
	3-1
	 Sam Robinson

	19/11/11
	H
	 Croydon
	CCL
	2-1
	 Mark Jarman

	26/11/11
	A
	 Windsor
	CCL
	0-1
	 Dan Coles

	November
	Monthly Award
	
	
	 ??

	03/12/11
	H
	 Egham Town
	CCL
	1-4
	 Dan Coles

	06/12/11
	H
	 Sutton United
	SSC
	
	

	10/12/11
	A
	 Chessington & Hook Utd
	CCL
	
	


	Photo of the week

	“Psychic Gemma” must have known last Saturday’s game was going to be a bad one as she wasn’t here to take her usual brilliant photos! Instead, I have gone back to a fairly poor season for us, which was the 1985/86 season, ultimately our last in the Isthmian League Premier Division. 

It was also the last time we hosted Sutton United, and this was the team photo for the start of that season. For the sharp eyed amongst you, missing from the photo was our new signing in from Sutton, Ricky Kidd, but this was because he didn’t join us until October of 1985.


Back Row: Alan Webb, Peter Kemp, Paul Riley, Richard Strong, John Cassidy, 

Gary Kent, Dave Taylor Steve Bowden, Mick Sorensen, Tommy Tuite, Dave Hanks

Front Row: Colin Miles, Andy Stewart, David Jones, Ray Murphy, Gary Baker, 

Kevin Duffell, Keith Seager, Robin Lewis

John Cassidy and Steve Bowden never actually made a First Team appearance
Many more of Gemma’s photos from almost every game are available on our website: Why not have a look?

http://www.pitchero.com/clubs/epsomandewellfc/



	Alan Carter’s Quiz Answers – Quiz 12

	1. 1870's (1875). 

2. Sir Alf Ramsey. 

3. Alan Shearer (Blackburn to Newcastle in 1996). 

4. Ash United. 

5. Cove. 

6. Argentina. 

7. European Footballer of the Year award. 

8. Reigate Priory formed in 1870. 

9. St. Johnstone.




	Surrey Senior Cup – Second Round

	Tuesday, 6th December 2011 - Kick-off 7.45 p.m.

	Epsom and Ewell

(Royal Blue & White hoops)
	V
	Sutton United

(Amber & Chocolate)

	
	
	

	Dan Coles
	
	1
	1
	
	Wayne Shaw

	Paul West
	
	2
	2
	
	Chris Piper

	Jamie Hatfield
	
	3
	3
	
	Paul Telfer

	(capt) Alex Rodrigues
	
	4
	4
	
	Harry Beautyman

	Jamie Summers
	
	5
	5
	
	Simon Downer

	Carl Downs
	
	6
	6
	
	Sam Page (capt)

	Matt Smith
	
	7
	7
	
	Steve McKimm

	Sam Robinson
	
	8
	8
	
	Craig Watkins

	Mark Jarman
	
	9
	9
	
	Leroy Griffiths

	Alex McGregor
	
	10
	10
	
	Tommy Kavanagh

	Ali Dewar
	
	11
	11
	
	Romone McCrae

	Dave Francis
	
	12
	12
	
	Karl Murray

	Inaki Orduno
	
	13
	14
	
	Tony Taggart

	Anthony Panayi 
	
	14
	15
	
	Craig Dundas

	Tom Siefers
	
	15
	16
	
	Karim El-Salahi

	Nathan Ayling
	
	16
	17
	
	Kevin Scriven

	Lyndon Buckwell
	MANAGER
	Paul Doswell

	Glynn Mandeville /Tony Coombe
	ASSISTANT
	Alan Payne

	Tony Knight
	COACH
	Steve McKimm / Paul Telfer

	Ken Jones
	PHYSIO
	Bob Childs / Catherine Chambers

	REFEREE: D.Robathan

	ASSISTANTS: D.Bandara, S.Farrer 

	FOURTH OFFICIAL: J.Kasey     –     SURREY F.A.REP: D.Hennessy 

	Today’s Match and Match Ball are sponsored in memory of long-serving supporter Chris Henry by his family



	OUR NEXT FIRST TEAM MATCH AT THE MOATSIDE

Epsom & Ewell v Cove
Combined Counties League – Premier Division

Saturday, 17th December 2011 – 3.00 p.m.


~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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